
YEAR 1, PROPER 29, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The readings from the First Letter of  Peter are reordered this 
week so that the entire letter is read.

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Zephaniah
Woe to her that is rebellious and defiled, the 
oppressing city! She listens to no voice, she accepts no 
correction. She does not trust in the LORD, she does 
not draw near to her God. Her officials within her are 
roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves that leave 
nothing till the morning. Her prophets are wanton, 
faithless men; her priests profane what is sacred, they 
do violence to the law. The LORD within her is 
righteous, he does no wrong; every morning he shows 
forth his justice, each dawn he does not fail; but the 
unjust knows no shame. “I have cut off  nations; their 
battlements are in ruins; I have laid waste their streets 
so that none walks in them; their cities have been 
made desolate, without a man, without an inhabitant. I
said, ‘Surely she will fear me, she will accept 
correction; she will not lose sight of  all that I have 
enjoined upon her.’ But all the more they were eager to
make all their deeds corrupt.” “Therefore wait for 
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me,” says the LORD, “for the day when I arise as a 
witness. For my decision is to gather nations, to 
assemble kingdoms, to pour out upon them my 
indignation, all the heat of  my anger; for in the fire of  
my jealous wrath all the earth shall be consumed. Yea, 
at that time I will change the speech of  the peoples to 
a pure speech, that all of  them may call on the name 
of  the LORD and serve him with one accord. From 
beyond the rivers of  Ethiopia my suppliants, the 
daughter of  my dispersed ones, shall bring my 
offering. On that day you shall not be put to shame 
because of  the deeds by which you have rebelled 
against me; for then I will remove from your midst 
your proudly exultant ones, and you shall no longer be 
haughty in my holy mountain. For I will leave in the 
midst of  you a people humble and lowly. They shall 
seek refuge in the name of  the LORD, those who are 
left in Israel; they shall do no wrong and utter no lies, 
nor shall there be found in their mouth a deceitful 
tongue. For they shall pasture and lie down, and none 
shall make them afraid.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  Peter
Likewise you wives, be submissive to your husbands, 
so that some, though they do not obey the word, may 
be won without a word by the behavior of  their wives, 
when they see your reverent and chaste behavior. Let 
not yours be the outward adorning with braiding of  
hair, decoration of  gold, and wearing of  fine clothing, 
but let it be the hidden person of  the heart with the 
imperishable jewel of  a gentle and quiet spirit, which 
in God’s sight is very precious. So once the holy 
women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves 
and were submissive to their husbands, as Sarah 
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are now 
her children if  you do right and let nothing terrify you.
Likewise you husbands, live considerately with your 
wives, bestowing honor on the woman as the weaker 
sex, since you are joint heirs of  the grace of  life, in 
order that your prayers may not be hindered. Finally, 
all of  you, have unity of  spirit, sympathy, love of  the 
brethren, a tender heart and a humble mind. Do not 
return evil for evil or reviling for reviling; but on the 
contrary bless, for to this you have been called, that 
you may obtain a blessing. For “He that would love life
and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from speaking guile; let him turn away 
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from evil and do right; let him seek peace and pursue 
it. For the eyes of  the Lord are upon the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of  
the Lord is against those that do evil.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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