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YEAR 1, PROPER 29, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Ha'dadrim'mon  HAY-dad-RIM-uhn 
Megid'do   mi-GID-doh (hard “G”) 
Shim'e-ites   SHIM-ee-ights 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Zechariah 
An Oracle. The word of the LORD concerning Israel: 
Thus says the LORD, who stretched out the heavens 
and founded the earth and formed the spirit of man 
within him: “Lo, I am about to make Jerusalem a cup 
of reeling to all the peoples round about; it will be 
against Judah also in the siege against Jerusalem. On 
that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the 
peoples; all who lift it shall grievously hurt themselves. 
And all the nations of the earth will come together 
against it. On that day, says the LORD, I will strike 
every horse with panic, and its rider with madness. But 
upon the house of Judah I will open my eyes, when I 
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strike every horse of the peoples with blindness. Then 
the clans of Judah shall say to themselves, ‘The 
inhabitants of Jerusalem have strength through the 
LORD of hosts, their God.’ On that day I will make the 
clans of Judah like a blazing pot in the midst of wood, 
like a flaming torch among sheaves; and they shall 
devour to the right and to the left all the peoples 
round about, while Jerusalem shall still be inhabited in 
its place, in Jerusalem. And the LORD will give victory 
to the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house 
of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
may not be exalted over that of Judah. On that day the 
LORD will put a shield about the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem so that the feeblest among them on that day 
shall be like David, and the house of David shall be 
like God, like the angel of the LORD, at their head. 
And on that day I will seek to destroy all the nations 
that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour out on 
the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a 
spirit of compassion and supplication, so that, when 
they look on him whom they have pierced, they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and 
weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a first-born. 
On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great 
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as the mourning for Ha'dadrim'mon in the plain of 
Megid'do. The land shall mourn, each family by itself; 
the family of the house of David by itself, and their 
wives by themselves; the family of the house of 
Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; the 
family of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by 
themselves; the family of the Shim'e-ites by itself, and 
their wives by themselves; and all the families that are 
left, each by itself, and their wives by themselves 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 
And Jesus said to his disciples, “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a householder who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After 
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent 
them into his vineyard. And going out about the third 
hour he saw others standing idle in the market place; 
and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, 
and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. 
Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth 
hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he 
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went out and found others standing; and he said to 
them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said 
to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And when 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
steward, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when 
those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of 
them received a denarius. Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of 
them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they 
grumbled at the householder, saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal 
to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree 
with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you, and 
go; I choose to give to this last as I give to you. Am I 
not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last 
will be first, and the first last.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


