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YEAR 1, PROPER 6, FRIDAY: MASS 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
Ar'etas    AHR-uh-tas 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
I repeat, let no one think me foolish; but even if you 
do, accept me as a fool, so that I too may boast a little. 
(What I am saying I say not with the Lord’s authority 
but as a fool, in this boastful confidence; since many 
boast of worldly things, I too will boast.) For you 
gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves! For you 
bear it if a man makes slaves of you, or preys upon 
you, or takes advantage of you, or puts on airs, or 
strikes you in the face. To my shame, I must say, we 
were too weak for that! But whatever any one dares to 
boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to 
boast of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they 
Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? 
So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I am a better 
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one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater 
labors, far more imprisonments, with countless 
beatings, and often near death. Five times I have 
received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less 
one. Three times I have been beaten with rods; once I 
was stoned. Three times I have been shipwrecked; a 
night and a day I have been adrift at sea; on frequent 
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, 
danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, 
danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at 
sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship, 
through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, 
often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart 
from other things, there is the daily pressure upon me 
of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I 
am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not 
indignant? If I must boast, I will boast of the things 
that show my weakness. The God and Father of the 
Lord Jesus, he who is blessed for ever, knows that I do 
not lie. At Damascus, the governor under King Ar'etas 
guarded the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but 
I was let down in a basket through a window in the 
wall, and escaped his hands.  
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 34:1–8 
The Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 34, verses 1 through 8, 
found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 627. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1 I will bless the LORD at all times; * 
    his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
 
2 I will glory in the LORD; * 
    let the humble hear and rejoice. 
 
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; * 
    let us exalt his Name together. 
 
4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me * 
    and delivered me out of all my terror. 
 
5 Look upon him and be radiant, * 
   and let not your faces be ashamed. 
 
6 I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me * 
   and saved me from all my troubles. 
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7 The angel of the LORD encompasses those who  
fear him, * 

   and he will deliver them. 
 
8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; * 
   happy are they who trust in him. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Open my eyes, O Lord, * 
     that I may see the wonders of your law. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “Do not 
lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. The eye is the 
lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole 
body will be full of light; but if your eye is not sound, 
your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the 
light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


