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For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Sar'ai SAIR-igh
Ha'gar HAY-gar
Ish'mael ish-MAY-el

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Now Sar'ai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She 
had an Egyptian maid whose name was Ha'gar; and 
Sar'ai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has 
prevented me from bearing children; go in to my maid;
it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And 
Abram hearkened to the voice of  Sar'ai. So, after 
Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of  Canaan, 
Sar'ai, Abram’s wife, took Ha'gar the Egyptian, her 
maid, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 
And he went in to Ha'gar, and she conceived; and 
when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with 
contempt on her mistress. And Sar'ai said to Abram, 
“May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my 
maid to your embrace, and when she saw that she had 
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conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the 
LORD judge between you and me!” But Abram said to 
Sar'ai, “Behold, your maid is in your power; do to her 
as you please.” Then Sar'ai dealt harshly with her, and 
she fled from her. The angel of  the LORD found her 
by a spring of  water in the wilderness, the spring on 
the way to Shur. And he said, “Ha'gar, maid of  Sar'ai, 
where have you come from and where are you going?”
She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sar'ai.” The 
angel of  the LORD said to her, “Return to your 
mistress, and submit to her.” The angel of  the LORD 
also said to her, “I will so greatly multiply your 
descendants that they cannot be numbered for 
multitude.” And the angel of  the LORD said to her, 
“Behold, you are with child, and shall bear a son; you 
shall call his name Ish'mael; because the LORD has 
given heed to your affliction. He shall be a wild ass of  
a man, his hand against every man and every man’s 
hand against him; and he shall dwell over against all 
his kinsmen.” And Ha'gar bore Abram a son; and 
Abram called the name of  his son, whom Ha'gar bore,
Ish'mael. Abram was eighty-six years old when Ha'gar 
bore Ish'mael to Abram.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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Psalm 106:1–5
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 106, verses 1 through 
5, found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 
741.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 Hallelujah!
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, *
  for his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Who can declare the mighty acts of  the LORD *
  or show forth all his praise?

3 Happy are those who act with justice *
  and always do what is right! 

4 Remember me, O LORD, 
with the favor you have for your people, *
  and visit me with your saving help; 

5 That I may see the prosperity of  your elect
and be glad with the gladness of  your people, *
  that I may glory with your inheritance.
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The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Give me understanding, O Lord, *

  and I shall keep your law with 
all my heart.

People Alleluia.

The Reader then returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of  heaven, but he who 
does the will of  my Father who is in heaven. On that 
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day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your 
name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And 
then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from me, you evildoers.’ Every one then who hears 
these words of  mine and does them will be like a wise 
man who built his house upon the rock; and the rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
upon that house, but it did not fall, because it had 
been founded on the rock. And every one who hears 
these words of  mine and does not do them will be like
a foolish man who built his house upon the sand; and 
the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell; and great was 
the fall of  it.” And when Jesus finished these sayings, 
the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one who had authority, and not as their
scribes.
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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