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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Genesis 
Then the men set out from there, and they looked 
toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to set 
them on their way. The LORD said, “Shall I hide from 
Abraham what I am about to do, seeing that Abraham 
shall become a great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations of the earth shall bless themselves by him? No, 
for I have chosen him, that he may charge his children 
and his household after him to keep the way of the 
LORD by doing righteousness and justice; so that the 
LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised 
him.” Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry 
against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is 
very grave, I will go down to see whether they have 
done altogether according to the outcry which has 
come to me; and if not, I will know.” So the men 
turned from there, and went toward Sodom; but 
Abraham still stood before the LORD. Then Abraham 
drew near, and said, “Wilt thou indeed destroy the 
righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty 
righteous within the city; wilt thou then destroy the 
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in 
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it? Far be it from thee to do such a thing, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as 
the wicked! Far be that from thee! Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right?” And the LORD said, “If I 
find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare 
the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered, 
“Behold, I have taken upon myself to speak to the 
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of 
the fifty righteous are lacking? Wilt thou destroy the 
whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not 
destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to 
him, and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 
Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, 
“I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, 
“Behold, I have taken upon myself to speak to the 
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, 
“For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he 
said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak 
again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 
And the LORD went his way, when he had finished 
speaking to Abraham; and Abraham returned to his 
place. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 103:1–9 
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 103, verses 1 through 
9, found in the red Prayer Book on page 733. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1  Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 

  and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 
 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 

  and forget not all his benefits. 
 
3 He forgives all your sins * 
   and heals all your infirmities; 
 
4 He redeems your life from the grave * 

  and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; 
 
5 He satisfies you with good things, * 
   and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
 
6 The LORD executes righteousness * 

  and judgment for all who are oppressed. 
 
7 He made his ways known to Moses * 

  and his works to the children of Israel. 
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8 The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, * 
  slow to anger and of great kindness. 

 
9 He will not always accuse us, * 

  nor will he keep his anger for ever. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
     and a light upon my path. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader then returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
Please turn the page for the Gospel Lesson.  
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he 
gave orders to go over to the other side. And a scribe 
came up and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you 
wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 
man has nowhere to lay his head.” Another of the 
disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury 
my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and 
leave the dead to bury their own dead.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


