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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
After these things God tested Abraham, and said to 
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, 
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of  Mori'ah, and offer him there as a
burnt offering upon one of  the mountains of  which I 
shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his ass, and took two of  his young men with 
him, and his son Isaac; and he cut the wood for the 
burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of  
which God had told him. On the third day Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and saw the place afar off. Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
ass; I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and 
come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of  
the burnt offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he 
took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went 
both of  them together. And Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my 
son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood; but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham 
said, “God will provide himself  the lamb for a burnt 
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offering, my son.” So they went both of  them 
together. When they came to the place of  which God 
had told him, Abraham built an altar there, and laid 
the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid 
him on the altar, upon the wood. Then Abraham put 
forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. But 
the angel of  the LORD called to him from heaven, and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.”
He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad or do 
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, 
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, 
from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked,
and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket 
by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, 
and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of  his 
son. So Abraham called the name of  that place The 
LORD will provide; as it is said to this day, “On the 
mount of  the LORD it shall be provided.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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Psalm 116:1–8
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 116, verses 1 through 
8, found in the red Prayer Book on page 759.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice 
of  my supplication, *

  because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I 
called upon him.

2 The cords of  death entangled me;
the grip of  the grave took hold of  me; *

   I came to grief  and sorrow.

3 Then I called upon the Name of  the LORD: *
   “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”

4 Gracious is the LORD and righteous; *
   our God is full of  compassion.

5 The LORD watches over the innocent; *
   I was brought very low, and he helped me.

6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul. *
   for the LORD has treated you well.
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7 For you have rescued my life from death, *
  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

8 I will walk in the presence of  the LORD *
   in the land of  the living.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Your word is a lantern to my feet *

  and a light upon my path.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Getting into a boat, Jesus crossed over and came to his
own city. And behold, they brought to him a paralytic, 
lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their faith he said
to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are 
forgiven.” And behold, some of  the scribes said to 
themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” But Jesus, 
knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil 
in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins 
are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? But that you 
may know that the Son of  man has authority on earth 
to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic
—“Rise, take up your bed and go home.” And he rose 
and went home. When the crowds saw it, they were 
afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such 
authority to men.
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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