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YEAR 1, PROPER 9, THURSDAY: MASS 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

She'ol   SHEE-ol 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Genesis 
Then Judah went up to Joseph and said, “O my lord, 
let your servant, I pray you, speak a word in my lord’s 
ears, and let not your anger burn against your servant; 
for you are like Pharaoh himself. My lord asked his 
servants, saying, ‘Have you a father, or a brother?’ And 
we said to my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man, and 
a young brother, the child of his old age; and his 
brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother’s 
children; and his father loves him.’ Then you said to 
your servants, ‘Bring him down to me, that I may set 
my eyes upon him.’ We said to my lord, ‘The lad 
cannot leave his father, for if he should leave his 
father, his father would die.’ Then you said to your 
servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down 
with you, you shall see my face no more.’ When we 
went back to your servant my father we told him the 
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words of my lord. And when our father said, ‘Go 
again, buy us a little food,’ we said, ‘We cannot go 
down. If our youngest brother goes with us, then we 
will go down; for we cannot see the man’s face unless 
our youngest brother is with us.’ Then your servant 
my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me 
two sons; one left me, and I said, Surely he has been 
torn to pieces; and I have never seen him since. If you 
take this one also from me, and harm befalls him, you 
will bring down my gray hairs in sorrow to She'ol.’ 
Now therefore, when I come to your servant my 
father, and the lad is not with us, then, as his life is 
bound up in the lad’s life, when he sees that the lad is 
not with us, he will die; and your servants will bring 
down the gray hairs of your servant our father with 
sorrow to She'ol. For your servant became surety for 
the lad to my father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him 
back to you, then I shall bear the blame in the sight of 
my father all my life.’ Now therefore, let your servant, 
I pray you, remain instead of the lad as a slave to my 
lord; and let the lad go back with his brothers. For 
how can I go back to my father if the lad is not with 
me? I fear to see the evil that would come upon my 
father.” Then Joseph could not control himself before 
all those who stood by him; and he cried, “Make every 
one go out from me.” So no one stayed with him 
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when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 
And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and 
the household of Pharaoh heard it. And Joseph said to 
his brothers, “I am Joseph; is my father still alive?” 
But his brothers could not answer him, for they were 
dismayed at his presence. So Joseph said to his 
brothers, “Come near to me, I pray you.” And they 
came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, 
whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold 
me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 105:4–11 
The Reader says   
Please join me in reading Psalm 105, verses 4 through 
11, found in the red Prayer Book on page 738. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
4  Search for the LORD and his strength; * 
    continually seek his face. 
  
5  Remember the marvels he has done, * 
    his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
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6  O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
    O children of Jacob his chosen. 
  
7 He is the LORD our God; * 

  his judgments prevail in all the world. 
 
8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, * 

  the promise he made for a thousand generations: 
 
9. The covenant he made with Abraham, * 

  the oath that he swore to Isaac, 
 
10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, * 

  an everlasting covenant for Israel, 
 
11 Saying, “To you will I give the land of Canaan * 

  to be your allotted inheritance.” 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  The Lord is faithful in all his words * 
     and merciful in all his deeds. 
People  Alleluia. 
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The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said to his disciples, “And preach as you go, 
saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. 
You received without paying, give without pay. Take 
no gold, nor silver, nor copper in your belts, no bag 
for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor a 
staff; for the laborer deserves his food. And whatever 
town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it, 
and stay with him until you depart. As you enter the 
house, salute it. And if the house is worthy, let your 
peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your 
peace return to you. And if any one will not receive 
you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from 
your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly, I say 
to you, it shall be more tolerable on the day of 
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judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than 
for that town.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


