
EVE OF THE DAY OF PENTECOST:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Exodus
Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him 
out of  the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the
house of  Jacob, and tell the people of  Israel: You have
seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you 
on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now 
therefore, if  you will obey my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my own possession among all 
peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to 
me a kingdom of  priests and a holy nation. These are 
the words which you shall speak to the children of  
Israel.” So Moses came and called the elders of  the 
people, and set before them all these words which the 
LORD had commanded him. And all the people 
answered together and said, “All that the LORD has 
spoken we will do.” On the morning of  the third day 
there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud 
upon the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast, so 
that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 
Then Moses brought the people out of  the camp to 
meet God; and they took their stand at the foot of  the
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mountain. And Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, 
because the LORD descended upon it in fire; and the 
smoke of  it went up like the smoke of  a kiln, and the 
whole mountain quaked greatly. And as the sound of  
the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and
God answered him in thunder. And the LORD came 
down upon Mount Sinai, to the top of  the mountain; 
and the LORD called Moses to the top of  the 
mountain, and Moses went up.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  Peter
Come to the Lord, to that living stone, rejected by 
men but in God’s sight chosen and precious; and like 
living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands 
in scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
cornerstone chosen and precious, and he who believes
in him will not be put to shame.” To you therefore 
who believe, he is precious, but for those who do not 
believe, “The very stone which the builders rejected 
has become the head of  the corner,” and “A stone that
will make men stumble, a rock that will make them 
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fall”; for they stumble because they disobey the word, 
as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
that you may declare the wonderful deeds of  him who 
called you out of  darkness into his marvelous light. 
Once you were no people but now you are God’s 
people; once you had not received mercy but now you 
have received mercy.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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