
YEAR 2, JANUARY 3: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
At Horeb Elijah came to a cave, and lodged there; and 
behold, the word of  the LORD came to him, and he 
said to him, “What are you doing here, Eli'jah?” He 
said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God 
of  hosts; for the people of  Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant, thrown down thy altars, and slain thy 
prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; 
and they seek my life, to take it away.” And he said, 
“Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the 
LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great 
and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in 
pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was 
not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; 
and after the fire a still small voice. And when Eli'jah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went 
out and stood at the entrance of  the cave. And behold,
there came a voice to him, and said, “What are you 
doing here, Eli'jah?” He said, “I have been very jealous
for the LORD, the God of  hosts; for the people of  

YEAR 2, JANUARY 3: MORNING PRAYER

1 KINGS 19:9–18; JOHN 6:15–27



Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thy 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, 
even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it 
away.” And the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your
way to the wilderness of  Damascus; and when you 
arrive, you shall anoint Haz'ael to be king over Syria; 
and Jehu the son of  Nimshi you shall anoint to be 
king over Israel; and Eli'sha the son of  Shaphat of  
A'bel-meho'lah you shall anoint to be prophet in your 
place. And him who escapes from the sword of  
Haz'ael shall Jehu slay; and him who escapes from the 
sword of  Jehu shall Eli'sha slay. Yet I will leave seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed 
to Ba'al, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Perceiving then that they were about to come and take 
him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again 
to the mountain by himself. When evening came, his 
disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and 
started across the sea to Caper'na-um. It was now 
dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea 
rose because a strong wind was blowing. When they 
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had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus 
walking on the sea and drawing near to the boat. They 
were frightened, but he said to them, “It is I; do not be
afraid.” Then they were glad to take him into the boat, 
and immediately the boat was at the land to which they
were going.  On the next day the people who remained
on the other side of  the sea saw that there had been 
only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the
boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone 
away alone. However, boats from Tiber'i-as came near 
the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had 
given thanks. So when the people saw that Jesus was 
not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into 
the boats and went to Caper'na-um, seeking Jesus. 
When they found him on the other side of  the sea, 
they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you 
seek me, not because you saw signs, but because you 
ate your fill of  the loaves. Do not labor for the food 
which perishes, but for the food which endures to 
eternal life, which the Son of  man will give to you; for 
on him has God the Father set his seal.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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