
YEAR 2, JANUARY 4: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joshua
When the people set out from their tents, to pass over 
the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of  the 
covenant before the people, and when those who bore
the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of  the 
priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of  the 
water (the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout 
the time of  harvest), the waters coming down from 
above stood and rose up in a heap far off, at Adam, 
the city that is beside Zar'ethan, and those flowing 
down toward the sea of  the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were 
wholly cut off; and the people passed over opposite 
Jericho. And while all Israel were passing over on dry 
ground, the priests who bore the ark of  the covenant 
of  the LORD stood on dry ground in the midst of  the 
Jordan, until all the nation finished passing over the 
Jordan. When all the nation had finished passing over 
the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, “Take twelve 
men from the people, from each tribe a man, and 
command them, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of  
the midst of  the Jordan, from the very place where the
priests’ feet stood, and carry them over with you, and 
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lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.’ ”
Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of
Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe;
and Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of  
the LORD your God into the midst of  the Jordan, and 
take up each of  you a stone upon his shoulder, 
according to the number of  the tribes of  the people 
of  Israel, that this may be a sign among you, when 
your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those 
stones mean to you?’ Then you shall tell them that the 
waters of  the Jordan were cut off  before the ark of  
the covenant of  the LORD; when it passed over the 
Jordan, the waters of  the Jordan were cut off. So these
stones shall be to the people of  Israel a memorial for 
ever.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. 
And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his 
parents, but that the works of  God might be made 
manifest in him. We must work the works of  him who
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sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can 
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of  
the world.” As he said this, he spat on the ground and 
made clay of  the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes 
with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of  
Silo'am” (which means Sent). So he went and washed 
and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who 
had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the 
man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he”; 
others said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I am 
the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your 
eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus 
made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go 
to Silo'am and wash’; so I went and washed and 
received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” 
He said, “I do not know.” Jesus heard that they had 
cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of  man?” He answered, “And who 
is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you.” 
He said, “Lord, I believe”; and he worshiped him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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