
DECEMBER 26,
SAINT STEPHEN, DEACON AND MARTYR: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon
The righteous man, though he die early, will be at rest. 
For old age is not honored for length of  time, nor 
measured by number of  years; but understanding is 
gray hair for men, and a blameless life is ripe old age. 
There was one who pleased God and was loved by 
him, and while living among sinners he was taken up. 
He was caught up lest evil change his understanding or
guile deceive his soul. For the fascination of  
wickedness obscures what is good, and roving desire 
perverts the innocent mind. Being perfected in a short
time, he fulfilled long years; for his soul was pleasing 
to the LORD, therefore he took him quickly from the 
midst of  wickedness. Yet the peoples saw and did not 
understand, nor take such a thing to heart, that God’s 
grace and mercy are with his elect, and he watches 
over his holy ones.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
And as they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he knelt down and cried 
with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. And 
Saul was consenting to his death. And on that day a 
great persecution arose against the church in 
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the 
region of  Judea and Sama'ria, except the apostles. 
Devout men buried Stephen, and made great 
lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the 
church, and entering house after house, he dragged 
off  men and women and committed them to prison. 
Now those who were scattered went about preaching 
the word. Philip went down to a city of  Sama'ria, and 
proclaimed to them the Christ. And the multitudes 
with one accord gave heed to what was said by Philip, 
when they heard him and saw the signs which he did. 
For unclean spirits came out of  many who were 
possessed, crying with a loud voice; and many who 
were paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was 
much joy in that city.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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