
YEAR 2, DECEMBER 29: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
Three of  the thirty chief  men went down, and came 
about harvest time to David at the cave of  Adullam, 
when a band of  Philistines was encamped in the valley
of  Reph'aim. David was then in the stronghold; and 
the garrison of  the Philistines was then at Bethlehem. 
And David said longingly, “O that some one would 
give me water to drink from the well of  Bethlehem 
which is by the gate!” Then the three mighty men 
broke through the camp of  the Philistines, and drew 
water out of  the well of  Bethlehem which was by the 
gate, and took and brought it to David. But he would 
not drink of  it; he poured it out to the LORD, and said,
“Far be it from me, O LORD, that I should do this. 
Shall I drink the blood of  the men who went at the 
risk of  their lives?” Therefore he would not drink it. 
These things did the three mighty men.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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2 SAMUEL 23:13–17B; JOHN 2:1–11



The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
On the third day there was a marriage at Cana in 
Galilee, and the mother of  Jesus was there; Jesus also 
was invited to the marriage, with his disciples. When 
the wine failed, the mother of  Jesus said to him, “They
have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “O woman, what
have you to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 
you.” Now six stone jars were standing there, for the 
Jewish rites of  purification, each holding twenty or 
thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with 
water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said to
them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the steward
of  the feast.” So they took it. When the steward of  the
feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not 
know where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the steward of  the feast 
called the bridegroom and said to him, “Every man 
serves the good wine first; and when men have drunk 
freely, then the poor wine; but you have kept the good 
wine until now.” This, the first of  his signs, Jesus did at
Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his 
disciples believed in him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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