
YEAR 2, DECEMBER 30: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will 
praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things, 
plans formed of  old, faithful and sure. For thou hast 
made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the 
palace of  aliens is a city no more, it will never be 
rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify thee; 
cities of  ruthless nations will fear thee. For thou hast 
been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the 
needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a 
shade from the heat; for the blast of  the ruthless is like
a storm against a wall, like heat in a dry place. Thou 
dost subdue the noise of  the aliens; as heat by the 
shade of  a cloud, so the song of  the ruthless is stilled. 
On this mountain the LORD of  hosts will make for all 
peoples a feast of  fat things, a feast of  wine on the 
lees, of  fat things full of  marrow, of  wine on the lees 
well refined. And he will destroy on this mountain the 
covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 
spread over all nations. He will swallow up death for 
ever, and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all 
faces, and the reproach of  his people he will take away
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from all the earth; for the LORD has spoken. It will be 
said on that day, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited 
for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we 
have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Third Letter of  John
The elder to the beloved Ga'ius, whom I love in the 
truth. Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and
that you may be in health; I know that it is well with 
your soul. For I greatly rejoiced when some of  the 
brethren arrived and testified to the truth of  your life, 
as indeed you do follow the truth. No greater joy can I
have than this, to hear that my children follow the 
truth. Beloved, it is a loyal thing you do when you 
render any service to the brethren, especially to 
strangers, who have testified to your love before the 
church. You will do well to send them on their journey
as befits God’s service. For they have set out for his 
sake and have accepted nothing from the heathen. So 
we ought to support such men, that we may be fellow 
workers in the truth. I have written something to the 
church; but Diot'rephes, who likes to put himself  first,
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does not acknowledge my authority. So if  I come, I 
will bring up what he is doing, prating against me with 
evil words. And not content with that, he refuses 
himself  to welcome the brethren, and also stops those 
who want to welcome them and puts them out of  the 
church. Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. 
He who does good is of  God; he who does evil has 
not seen God. Deme'trius has testimony from every 
one, and from the truth itself; I testify to him too, and 
you know my testimony is true. I had much to write to
you, but I would rather not write with pen and ink; I 
hope to see you soon, and we will talk together face to
face. Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the
friends, every one of  them.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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