
YEAR 2, ADVENT 1, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins:
A Reading from the Book of  Amos
Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you, 
O people of  Israel, against the whole family which I 
brought up out of  the land of  Egypt: “You only have 
I known of  all the families of  the earth; therefore I 
will punish you for all your iniquities. Do two walk 
together, unless they have made an appointment? 
Does a lion roar in the forest, when he has no prey? 
Does a young lion cry out from his den, if  he has 
taken nothing? Does a bird fall in a snare on the earth,
when there is no trap for it? Does a snare spring up 
from the ground, when it has taken nothing? Is a 
trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not afraid? 
Does evil befall a city, unless the LORD has done it? 
Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, without revealing 
his secret to his servants the prophets. The lion has 
roared; who will not fear? The Lord GOD has spoken; 
who can but prophesy?” Proclaim to the strongholds 
in Assyria, and to the strongholds in the land of  
Egypt, and say, “Assemble yourselves upon the 
mountains of  Sama'ria, and see the great tumults 
within her, and the oppressions in her midst.” “They 
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do not know how to do right,” says the LORD, “those 
who store up violence and robbery in their 
strongholds.” Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “An 
adversary shall surround the land, and bring down 
your defenses from you, and your strongholds shall be 
plundered.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And Jesus entered the temple of  God and drove out 
all who sold and bought in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of  the money-changers and the 
seats of  those who sold pigeons. He said to them, “It 
is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of  prayer’;
but you make it a den of  robbers.” And the blind and 
the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed 
them. But when the chief  -s and the scribes saw the 
wonderful things that he did, and the children crying 
out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of  David!” 
they were indignant; and they said to him, “Do you 
hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, 
“Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of  the mouth of  
babes and sucklings thou hast brought perfect 
praise’?” And leaving them, he went out of  the city to 
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Bethany and lodged there. In the morning, as he was 
returning to the city, he was hungry. And seeing a fig 
tree by the wayside he went to it, and found nothing 
on it but leaves only. And he said to it, “May no fruit 
ever come from you again!” And the fig tree withered 
at once. When the disciples saw it they marveled, 
saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” And 
Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if  you have 
faith and never doubt, you will not only do what has 
been done to the fig tree, but even if  you say to this 
mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it will be
done. And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive,
if  you have faith.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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