
YEAR 2, ADVENT 1, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Amos
Hear this word which I take up over you in 
lamentation, O house of  Israel: “Fallen, no more to 
rise, is the virgin Israel; forsaken on her land, with 
none to raise her up.” For thus says the Lord GOD: 
“The city that went forth a thousand shall have a 
hundred left, and that which went forth a hundred 
shall have ten left to the house of  Israel.” For thus 
says the LORD to the house of  Israel: “Seek me and 
live; but do not seek Bethel, and do not enter into 
Gilgal or cross over to Beer-sheba; for Gilgal shall 
surely go into exile, and Bethel shall come to nought.” 
Seek the LORD and live, lest he break out like fire in 
the house of  Joseph, and it devour, with none to 
quench it for Bethel, O you who turn justice to 
wormwood, and cast down righteousness to the earth! 
He who made the Plei'ades and Orion, and turns deep 
darkness into the morning, and darkens the day into 
night, who calls for the waters of  the sea, and pours 
them out upon the surface of  the earth, the LORD is 
his name, who makes destruction flash forth against 
the strong, so that destruction comes upon the 
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fortress. They hate him who reproves in the gate, and 
they abhor him who speaks the truth. Therefore 
because you trample upon the poor and take from him
exactions of  wheat, you have built houses of  hewn 
stone, but you shall not dwell in them; you have 
planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink 
their wine. For I know how many are your 
transgressions, and how great are your sins—you who 
afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and turn aside 
the needy in the gate. Therefore he who is prudent will
keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil time. Seek 
good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD,
the God of  hosts, will be with you, as you have said. 
Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the 
gate; it may be that the LORD, the God of  hosts, will 
be gracious to the remnant of  Joseph. Therefore thus 
says the LORD, the God of  hosts, the Lord: “In all the 
squares there shall be wailing; and in all the streets they
shall say, ‘Alas! alas!’ They shall call the farmers to 
mourning and to wailing those who are skilled in 
lamentation, and in all vineyards there shall be wailing, 
for I will pass through the midst of  you,” says the 
LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And again Jesus spoke to the chief  priests and 
Pharisees in parables, saying, “The kingdom of  heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a marriage feast 
for his son, and sent his servants to call those who 
were invited to the marriage feast; but they would not 
come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those 
who are invited, Behold, I have made ready my dinner,
my oxen and my fat calves are killed, and everything is 
ready; come to the marriage feast.’ But they made light
of  it and went off, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his servants, treated 
them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, 
and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite 
to the marriage feast as many as you find.’ And those 
servants went out into the streets and gathered all 
whom they found, both bad and good; so the wedding
hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in 
to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 
wedding garment; and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he 
was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 
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‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer 
darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.’ 
For many are called, but few are chosen.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 2, ADVENT 1, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

AMOS 5:1-17; MATTHEW 22:1-14


	Year 2, Advent 1, Friday: Morning Prayer
	The First Lesson. The Reader begins
	A Reading from the Book of Amos
	The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
	A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew

