
YEAR 2, ADVENT 2, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Haggai
In the second year of  Dari'us the king, in the seventh 
month, on the twenty-first day of  the month, the word
of  the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, “Speak 
now to Zerub'babel the son of  She-al'ti-el, governor 
of  Judah, and to Joshua the son of  Jehoz'adak, the 
high priest, and to all the remnant of  the people, and 
say, ‘Who is left among you that saw this house in its 
former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not in your
sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O 
Zerub'babel, says the LORD; take courage, O Joshua, 
son of  Jehoz'adak, the high priest; take courage, all 
you people of  the land, says the LORD; work, for I am 
with you, says the LORD of  hosts, according to the 
promise that I made you when you came out of  
Egypt. My Spirit abides among you; fear not. For thus 
says the LORD of  hosts: Once again, in a little while, I 
will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and 
the dry land; and I will shake all nations, so that the 
treasures of  all nations shall come in, and I will fill this
house with splendor, says the LORD of  hosts. The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of  
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hosts. The latter splendor of  this house shall be 
greater than the former, says the LORD of  hosts; and 
in this place I will give prosperity, says the LORD of  
hosts.’”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his 
disciples came to point out to him the buildings of  the
temple. But he answered them, “You see all these, do 
you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here 
one stone upon another, that will not be thrown 
down.” As he sat on the Mount of  Olives, the 
disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when 
will this be, and what will be the sign of  your coming 
and of  the close of  the age?” And Jesus answered 
them, “Take heed that no one leads you astray. For 
many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ 
and they will lead many astray. And you will hear of  
wars and rumors of  wars; see that you are not 
alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not 
yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and there will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places: all this is but the 
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beginning of  the birth-pangs. Then they will deliver 
you up to tribulation, and put you to death; and you 
will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake. And 
then many will fall away, and betray one another, and 
hate one another. And many false prophets will arise 
and lead many astray. And because wickedness is 
multiplied, most men's love will grow cold. But he 
who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel 
of  the kingdom will be preached throughout the 
whole world, as a testimony to all nations; and then 
the end will come.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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