
YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Wickedness burns like a fire, it consumes briers and 
thorns; it kindles the thickets of  the forest, and they 
roll upward in a column of  smoke. Through the wrath
of  the LORD of  hosts the land is burned, and the 
people are like fuel for the fire; no man spares his 
brother. They snatch on the right, but are still hungry, 
and they devour on the left, but are not satisfied; each 
devours his neighbor’s flesh, Manas'seh E'phraim, and 
E'phraim Manas'seh, and together they are against 
Judah. For all this his anger is not turned away and his 
hand is stretched out still. Woe to those who decree 
iniquitous decrees, and the writers who keep writing 
oppression, to turn aside the needy from justice and to
rob the poor of  my people of  their right, that widows 
may be their spoil, and that they may make the 
fatherless their prey! What will you do on the day of  
punishment, in the storm which will come from afar? 
To whom will you flee for help, and where will you 
leave your wealth? Nothing remains but to crouch 
among the prisoners or fall among the slain. For all 
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this his anger is not turned away and his hand is 
stretched out still.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
And whenever the living creatures give glory and 
honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, 
who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall 
down before him who is seated on the throne and 
worship him who lives for ever and ever; they cast 
their crowns before the throne, singing, “Worthy art 
thou, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor 
and power, for thou didst create all things, and by thy 
will they existed and were created.” And I saw in the 
right hand of  him who was seated on the throne a 
scroll written within and on the back, sealed with 
seven seals; and I saw a strong angel proclaiming with 
a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and 
break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or 
under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look 
into it, and I wept much that no one was found worthy
to open the scroll or to look into it. Then one of  the 
elders said to me, “Weep not; lo, the Lion of  the tribe 

YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

ISAIAH 9:18-10:4; REVELATION 4:9-5:5



of  Judah, the Root of  David, has conquered, so that 
he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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