
YEAR 2, ADVENT 4, WEDNESDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
“Whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he 
explain the message? Those who are weaned from the 
milk, those taken from the breast? For it is precept 
upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, 
line upon line, here a little, there a little.” Nay, but by 
men of  strange lips and with an alien tongue the 
LORD will speak to this people, to whom he has said, 
“This is rest; give rest to the weary; and this is repose”;
yet they would not hear. Therefore the word of  the 
LORD will be to them precept upon precept, precept 
upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a 
little, there a little; that they may go, and fall backward,
and be broken, and snared, and taken. Therefore hear 
the word of  the LORD, you scoffers, who rule this 
people in Jerusalem! Because you have said, “We have 
made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have 
an agreement; when the overwhelming scourge passes 
through it will not come to us; for we have made lies 
our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter”; 
therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am 
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laying in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tested stone, 
a precious cornerstone, of  a sure foundation: ‘He who
believes will not be in haste.’ And I will make justice 
the line, and righteousness the plummet; and hail will 
sweep away the refuge of  lies, and waters will 
overwhelm the shelter.” Then your covenant with 
death will be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol 
will not stand; when the overwhelming scourge passes 
through you will be beaten down by it. As often as it 
passes through it will take you; for morning by 
morning it will pass through, by day and by night; and 
it will be sheer terror to understand the message. For 
the bed is too short to stretch oneself  on it, and the 
covering too narrow to wrap oneself  in it. For the 
LORD will rise up as on Mount Pera'zim, he will be 
wroth as in the valley of  Gibeon; to do his deed—
strange is his deed! and to work his work—alien is his 
work! Now therefore do not scoff, lest your bonds be 
made strong; for I have heard a decree of  destruction 
from the Lord GOD of  hosts upon the whole land.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to Titus
For the grace of  God has appeared for the salvation 
of  all men, training us to renounce irreligion and 
worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly 
lives in this world, awaiting our blessed hope, the 
appearing of  the glory of  our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself  for us to redeem us 
from all iniquity and to purify for himself  a people of  
his own who are zealous for good deeds. Declare these
things; exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no 
one disregard you. Remind them to be submissive to 
rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for 
any honest work, to speak evil of  no one, to avoid 
quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy 
toward all men. For we ourselves were once foolish, 
disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and 
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated 
by men and hating one another; but when the 
goodness and loving kindness of  God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of  deeds done by 
us in righteousness, but in virtue of  his own mercy, by 
the washing of  regeneration and renewal in the Holy 
Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly through 
Jesus Christ our 
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Savior, so that we might be justified by his grace and 
become heirs in hope of  eternal life. The saying is 
sure.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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