
YEAR 2, ADVENT 4, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
And the Lord said: “Because this people draw near 
with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while 
their hearts are far from me, and their fear of  me is a 
commandment of  men learned by rote; therefore, 
behold, I will again do marvelous things with this 
people, wonderful and marvelous; and the wisdom of  
their wise men shall perish, and the discernment of  
their discerning men shall be hid.” Woe to those who 
hide deep from the LORD their counsel, whose deeds 
are in the dark, and who say, “Who sees us? Who 
knows us?” You turn things upside down! Shall the 
potter be regarded as the clay; that the thing made 
should say of  its maker, “He did not make me”; or the
thing formed say of  him who formed it, “He has no 
understanding”? Is it not yet a very little while until 
Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the 
fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest? In that day 
the deaf  shall hear the words of  a book, and out of  
their gloom and darkness the eyes of  the blind shall 
see. The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, and 
the poor among men shall exult in the Holy One of  
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Israel. For the ruthless shall come to nought and the 
scoffer cease, and all who watch to do evil shall be cut 
off, who by a word make a man out to be an offender, 
and lay a snare for him who reproves in the gate, and 
with an empty plea turn aside him who is in the right. 
Therefore thus says the LORD, who redeemed 
Abraham, concerning the house of  Jacob: “Jacob shall
no more be ashamed, no more shall his face grow pale.
For when he sees his children, the work of  my hands, 
in his midst, they will sanctify my name; they will 
sanctify the Holy One of  Jacob, and will stand in awe 
of  the God of  Israel. And those who err in spirit will 
come to understanding, and those who murmur will 
accept instruction.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the 
Galatians
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? Let me ask you only this: Did you receive 
the Spirit by works of  the law, or by hearing with 
faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with the 
Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? Did you 
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experience so many things in vain?—if  it really is in 
vain. Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and 
works miracles among you do so by works of  the law, 
or by hearing with faith? Thus Abraham “believed 
God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” So
you see that it is men of  faith who are the sons of  
Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the 
nations be blessed.” So then, those who are men of  
faith are blessed with Abraham who had faith. For all 
who rely on works of  the law are under a curse; for it 
is written, “Cursed be every one who does not abide 
by all things written in the book of  the law, and do 
them.” Now it is evident that no man is justified 
before God by the law; for “He who through faith is 
righteous shall live”; but the law does not rest on faith,
for “He who does them shall live by them.” Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of  the law, having become
a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed be every one 
who hangs on a tree”—that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of  Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, 
that we might receive the promise of  the Spirit 
through faith.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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