
YEAR 2, CHRISTMAS 2, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus
Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and 
whoever glorifies his mother is like one who lays up 
treasure. Whoever honors his father will be gladdened 
by his own children, and when he prays he will be 
heard. Whoever glorifies his father will have long life, 
and whoever obeys the Lord will refresh his mother; 
he will serve his parents as his masters. Honor your 
father by word and deed, that a blessing from him may
come upon you. For a father’s blessing strengthens the
houses of  the children, but a mother’s curse uproots 
their foundations. For kindness to a father will not be 
forgotten, and against your sins it will be credited to 
you; in the day of  your affliction it will be remembered
in your favor; as frost in fair weather, your sins will 
melt away. Whoever forsakes his father is like a 
blasphemer, and whoever angers his mother is cursed 
by the Lord. My son, perform your tasks in meekness; 
then you will be loved by those whom God accepts.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Colossians
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and 
patience, forbearing one another and, if  one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And 
above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of  
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word 
of  Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom, and sing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of  the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
In many and various ways God spoke of  old to our 
fathers by the prophets; but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of
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all things, through whom also he created the world. He
reflects the glory of  God and bears the very stamp of  
his nature, upholding the universe by his word of  
power. When he had made purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of  the Majesty on high, having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has
obtained is more excellent than theirs. For to what 
angel did God ever say, “Thou art my Son, today I 
have begotten thee”? Or again, “I will be to him a 
father, and he shall be to me a son”? And again, when 
he brings the first-born into the world, he says, “Let all
God's angels worship him.” Of  the angels he says, 
“Who makes his angels winds, and his servants flames 
of  fire.” But of  the Son he says, “Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever, the righteous scepter is the scepter
of  thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness and 
hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has 
anointed thee with the oil of  gladness beyond thy 
comrades.” And, “Thou, Lord, didst found the earth 
in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of  thy 
hands; they will perish, but thou remainest; they will all
grow old like a garment, like a mantle thou wilt roll 
them up, and they will be changed. But thou art the 
same, and thy years will never end.”
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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