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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon 
For all men who were ignorant of God were foolish 
by nature; and they were unable from the good things 
that are seen to know him who exists, nor did they 
recognize the craftsman while paying heed to his 
works; but they supposed that either fire or wind or 
swift air, or the circle of the stars, or turbulent water, 
or the luminaries of heaven were the gods that rule the 
world. If through delight in the beauty of these things 
men assumed them to be gods, let them know how 
much better than these is their Lord, for the author of 
beauty created them. And if men were amazed at their 
power and working, let them perceive from them how 
much more powerful is he who formed them. For 
from the greatness and beauty of created things comes 
a corresponding perception of their Creator. Yet these 
men are little to be blamed, for perhaps they go astray 
while seeking God and desiring to find him. For as 
they live among his works they keep searching, and 
they trust in what they see, because the things that are 
seen are beautiful. Yet again, not even they are to be 
excused; for if they had the power to know so much 
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that they could investigate the world, how did they fail 
to find sooner the Lord of these things? 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Prophesying   prah-fi-SIGH-ing 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
But we beseech you, brethren, to respect those who 
labor among you and are over you in the Lord and 
admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love 
because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 
And we exhort you, brethren, admonish the idlers, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient 
with them all. See that none of you repays evil for evil, 
but always seek to do good to one another and to all. 
Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit, do not 
despise prophesying, but test everything; hold fast 
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what is good, abstain from every form of evil. May the 
God of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and may 
your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. Brethren, 
pray for us. Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. I 
adjure you by the Lord that this letter be read to all the 
brethren. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


