
YEAR 2, EASTER 6, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus
The pride of  the heavenly heights is the clear 
firmament, the appearance of  heaven in a spectacle of
glory. The sun, when it appears, making proclamation 
as it goes forth, is a marvelous instrument, the work 
of  the Most High. At noon it parches the land; and 
who can withstand its burning heat? A man tending a 
furnace works in burning heat, but the sun burns the 
mountains three times as much; it breathes out fiery 
vapors, and with bright beams it blinds the eyes. Great 
is the Lord who made it; and at his command it 
hastens on its course. He made the moon also, to 
serve in its season to mark the times and to be an 
everlasting sign. From the moon comes the sign for 
feast days, a light that wanes when it has reached the 
full. The month is named for the moon, increasing 
marvelously in its phases, an instrument of  the hosts 
on high shining forth in the firmament of  heaven. The
glory of  the stars is the beauty of  heaven, a gleaming 
array in the heights of  the Lord. At the command of  
the Holy One they stand as ordered, they never relax 
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in their watches. Look upon the rainbow, and praise 
him who made it, exceedingly beautiful in its 
brightness. It encircles the heaven with its glorious arc;
the hands of  the Most High have stretched it out. 
Though we speak much we cannot reach the end, and 
the sum of  our words is: “He is the all.” Where shall 
we find strength to praise him? For he is greater than 
all his works. Terrible is the Lord and very great, and 
marvelous is his power. When you praise the Lord, 
exalt him as much as you can; for he will surpass even 
that. When you exalt him, put forth all your strength, 
and do not grow weary, for you cannot praise him 
enough. Who has seen him and can describe him? Or 
who can extol him as he is? Many things greater than 
these lie hidden, for we have seen but few of  his 
works.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  James
Count it all joy, my brethren, when you meet various 
trials, for you know that the testing of  your faith 
produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its 
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing. If  any of  you lacks wisdom, let him
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ask God, who gives to all men generously and without 
reproaching, and it will be given him. But let him ask 
in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a 
wave of  the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 
For that person must not suppose that a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways, will receive 
anything from the Lord. Do not be deceived, my 
beloved brethren. Every good endowment and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of  lights with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change. Of  his own will he brought us 
forth by the word of  truth that we should be a kind of
first fruits of  his creatures.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the people, “Do not labor for the food 
which perishes, but for the food which endures to 
eternal life, which the Son of  man will give to you; for 
on him has God the Father set his seal.” Then they 
said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works 
of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of  
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So 
they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we 
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may see, and believe you? What work do you perform?
Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 
Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it 
was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven; 
my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For 
the bread of  God is that which comes down from 
heaven, and gives life to the world.” They said to him, 
“Lord, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to them, 
“I am the bread of  life; he who comes to me shall not 
hunger, and he who believes in me shall never thirst.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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