
EVE OF ASCENSION DAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
Now when the Lord was about to take Eli'jah up to 
heaven by a whirlwind, Eli'jah and Eli'sha were on 
their way from Gilgal. And Eli'jah said to Eli'sha, 
“Tarry here, I pray you; for the Lord has sent me as far
as Bethel.” But Eli'sha said, “As the Lord lives, and as 
you yourself  live, I will not leave you.” So they went 
down to Bethel. And the sons of  the prophets who 
were in Bethel came out to Eli'sha, and said to him, 
“Do you know that today the LORD will take away 
your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I 
know it; hold your peace.” Eli'jah said to him, “Eli'sha,
tarry here, I pray you; for the Lord has sent me to 
Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you 
yourself  live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 
Jericho. The sons of  the prophets who were at Jericho 
drew near to Eli'sha, and said to him, “Do you know 
that today the LORD will take away your master from 
over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; hold 
your peace.” Then Eli'jah said to him, “Tarry here, I 
pray you; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” 
But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself  
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live, I will not leave you.” So the two of  them went on.
Fifty men of  the sons of  the prophets also went, and 
stood at some distance from them, as they both were 
standing by the Jordan. Then Eli'jah took his mantle, 
and rolled it up, and struck the water, and the water 
was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two
of  them could go over on dry ground. When they had 
crossed, Eli'jah said to Eli'sha, “Ask what I shall do for
you, before I am taken from you.” And Eli'sha said, “I 
pray you, let me inherit a double share of  your spirit.” 
And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if  you 
see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for 
you; but if  you do not see me, it shall not be so.” And 
as they still went on and talked, behold, a chariot of  
fire and horses of  fire separated the two of  them. And
Eli'jah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And 
Eli'sha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! the 
chariots of  Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him 
no more. Then he took hold of  his own clothes and 
rent them in two pieces. And he took up the mantle of
Eli'jah that had fallen from him, and went back and 
stood on the bank of  the Jordan. Then he took the 
mantle of  Eli'jah that had fallen from him, and struck 
the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of  
Eli'jah?” And when he had struck the water, the water 
was parted to the one side and to the other; and 
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Eli'sha went over. Now when the sons of  the prophets
who were at Jericho saw him over against them, they 
said, “The spirit of  Eli'jah rests on Eli'sha.” And they 
came to meet him, and bowed to the ground before 
him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
And I saw in the right hand of  him who was seated on
the throne a scroll written within and on the back, 
sealed with seven seals; and I saw a strong angel 
proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to 
open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one in 
heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to 
open the scroll or to look into it, and I wept much that
no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look
into it. Then one of  the elders said to me, “Weep not; 
lo, the Lion of  the tribe of  Judah, the Root of  David, 
has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its 
seven seals.” And between the throne and the four 
living creatures and among the elders, I saw a Lamb 
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns
and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of  
God sent out into all the earth; and he went and took 
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the scroll from the right hand of  him who was seated 
on the throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the 
four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and with 
golden bowls full of  incense, which are the prayers of  
the saints; and they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy 
art thou to take the scroll and to open its seals, for 
thou wast slain and by thy blood didst ransom men for
God from every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation, and hast made them a kingdom and priests to 
our God, and they shall reign on earth.” Then I 
looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders the voice of  many angels, 
numbering myriads of  myriads and thousands of  
thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the 
Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and in the sea, and all therein, saying, 
“To him who sits upon the throne and to the Lamb be
blessing and honor and glory and might for ever and 
ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and 
the elders fell down and worshiped.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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