
YEAR 2, EASTER 7, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve 
over Saul, seeing I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself  a king among his sons.” And Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If  Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And 
the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I 
have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ And invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; 
and you shall anoint for me him whom I name to 
you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and 
came to Bethlehem. The elders of  the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 
peaceably?” And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD; consecrate yourselves, and come
with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse 
and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice. When 
they came, he looked on Eli'ab and thought, “Surely 
the LORD’S anointed is before him.” But the LORD 
said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on 
the height of  his stature, because I have rejected him; 
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for the LORD sees not as man sees; man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 
heart.” Then Jesse called Abin'adab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the 
LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Sham'mah 
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 
this one.” And Jesse made seven of  his sons pass 
before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD 
has not chosen these.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are 
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet 
the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” 
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and fetch him; for we 
will not sit down till he comes here.” And he sent, and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 
eyes, and was handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, 
anoint him; for this is he.” Then Samuel took the horn
of  oil, and anointed him in the midst of  his brothers; 
and the Spirit of  the LORD came mightily upon David 
from that day forward.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he 
gave orders to go over to the other side. And a scribe 
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came up and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you 
wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 
holes, and birds of  the air have nests; but the Son of  
man has nowhere to lay his head.” Another of  the 
disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury 
my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and 
leave the dead to bury their own dead.” And when he 
got into the boat, his disciples followed him. And 
behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that 
the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was 
asleep. And they went and woke him, saying, “Save, 
Lord; we are perishing.” And he said to them, “Why 
are you afraid, O men of  little faith?” Then he rose 
and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a 
great calm. And the men marveled, saying, “What sort 
of  man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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