
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 1, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare 
is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 
received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of  
the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground 
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And 
the glory of  the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together, for the mouth of  the LORD has 
spoken.” A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I
cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the 
flower of  the field. The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of  the LORD blows upon it; surely 
the people is grass. The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of  our God will stand for ever. Get you 
up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of  good 
tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of  good tidings, lift it up, fear not; say to the 
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cities of  Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord 
GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 
behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense 
before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd, he 
will gather the lambs in his arms, he will carry them in 
his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Ephesians
Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of  the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him. He 
destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of  his will, to the praise of  
his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of  our trespasses, according to 
the riches of  his grace which he lavished upon us. For 
he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the
mystery of  his will, according to his purpose which he 
set forth in Christ as a plan for the fulness of  time, to 
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unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. In him, according to the purpose of  him who 
accomplishes all things according to the counsel of  his
will, we who first hoped in Christ have been destined 
and appointed to live for the praise of  his glory. In 
him you also, who have heard the word of  truth, the 
gospel of  your salvation, and have believed in him, 
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, which is 
the guarantee of  our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of  it, to the praise of  his glory.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
Do you not know that all of  us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of  the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of  life. For if  we have been united with him 
in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old 
self  was crucified with him so that the sinful body 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed from sin. 
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But if  we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with him. For we know that Christ being
raised from the dead will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. The death he died he 
died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin
and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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