
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 3, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went 
down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was 
severe in the land. When he was about to enter Egypt, 
he said to Sar'ai his wife, “I know that you are a 
woman beautiful to behold; and when the Egyptians 
see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife’; then they will 
kill me, but they will let you live. Say you are my sister, 
that it may go well with me because of  you, and that 
my life may be spared on your account.” When Abram
entered Egypt the Egyptians saw that the woman was 
very beautiful. And when the princes of  Pharaoh saw 
her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was 
taken into Pharaoh’s house. And for her sake he dealt 
well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, he-asses, 
menservants, maidservants, she-asses, and camels. But 
the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great 
plagues because of  Sar'ai, Abram’s wife. So Pharaoh 
called Abram, and said, “What is this you have done to
me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 
Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her 
for my wife? Now then, here is your wife, take her, and
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be gone.” And Pharaoh gave men orders concerning 
him; and they set him on the way, with his wife and all 
that he had. So Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, 
and in gold. And he journeyed on from the Negeb as 
far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at 
the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to the place 
where he had made an altar at the first; and there 
Abram called on the name of  the LORD. And Lot, 
who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and 
tents, so that the land could not support both of  them
dwelling together; for their possessions were so great 
that they could not dwell together, and there was strife
between the herdsmen of  Abram’s cattle and the 
herdsmen of  Lot’s cattle. At that time the Canaanites 
and the Per'izzites dwelt in the land. Then Abram said 
to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, 
and between your herdsmen and my herdsmen; for we
are kinsmen. Is not the whole land before you? 
Separate yourself  from me. If  you take the left hand, 
then I will go to the right; or if  you take the right 
hand, then I will go to the left.” And Lot lifted up his 
eyes, and saw that the Jordan valley was well watered 
everywhere like the garden of  the LORD, like the land 
of  Egypt, in the direction of  Zo'ar; this was before the
LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomor'rah. So Lot chose
for himself  all the Jordan valley, and Lot journeyed 
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east; thus they separated from each other. Abram 
dwelt in the land of  Canaan, while Lot dwelt among 
the cities of  the valley and moved his tent as far as 
Sodom. Now the men of  Sodom were wicked, great 
sinners against the LORD. The LORD said to Abram, 
after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes, 
and look from the place where you are, northward and
southward and eastward and westward; for all the land 
which you see I will give to you and to your 
descendants for ever. I will make your descendants as 
the dust of  the earth; so that if  one can count the dust
of  the earth, your descendants also can be counted. 
Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of  the 
land, for I will give it to you.” So Abram moved his 
tent, and came and dwelt by the oaks of  Mamre, 
which are at He'bron; and there he built an altar to the
LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Then Jesus returned from the region of  Tyre, and 
went through Sidon to the Sea of  Galilee, through the 
region of  the Decap'olis. And they brought to him a 
man who was deaf  and had an impediment in his 
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speech; and they besought him to lay his hand upon 
him. And taking him aside from the multitude 
privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and he spat 
and touched his tongue; and looking up to heaven, he 
sighed, and said to him, “Eph'phatha,” that is, “Be 
opened.” And his ears were opened, his tongue was 
released, and he spoke plainly. And he charged them to
tell no one; but the more he charged them, the more 
zealously they proclaimed it. And they were astonished
beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well; 
he even makes the deaf  hear and the dumb speak.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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