
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 3, TUESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
“Hearken to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I called! I 
am He, I am the first, and I am the last. My hand laid 
the foundation of  the earth, and my right hand spread 
out the heavens; when I call to them, they stand forth 
together. Assemble, all of  you, and hear! Who among 
them has declared these things? The LORD loves him;
he shall perform his purpose on Babylon, and his arm 
shall be against the Chalde'ans. I, even I, have spoken 
and called him, I have brought him, and he will 
prosper in his way. Draw near to me, hear this: from 
the beginning I have not spoken in secret, from the 
time it came to be I have been there.” And now the 
Lord GOD has sent me and his Spirit. Thus says the 
LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of  Israel: “I am 
the LORD your God, who teaches you to profit, who 
leads you in the way you should go. O that you had 
hearkened to my commandments! Then your peace 
would have been like a river, and your righteousness 
like the waves of  the sea; your offspring would have 
been like the sand, and your descendants like its grains;
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their name would never be cut off  or destroyed from 
before me.” Go forth from Babylon, flee from 
Chalde'a, declare this with a shout of  joy, proclaim it,
send it forth to the end of  the earth; say, “The LORD 
has redeemed his servant Jacob!” They thirsted not 
when he led them through the deserts; he made water 
flow for them from the rock; he cleft the rock and the 
water gushed out. “There is no peace,” says the LORD, 
“for the wicked.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Now even the first covenant had regulations for 
worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was 
prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand 
and the table and the bread of  the Presence; it is called
the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent
called the Holy of  Holies, having the golden altar of  
incense and the ark of  the covenant covered on all 
sides with gold, which contained a golden urn holding 
the manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the 
tables of  the covenant; above it were the cherubim of  
glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of  these things 
we cannot now speak in detail. These preparations 
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having thus been made, the priests go continually into 
the outer tent, performing their ritual duties; but into 
the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a
year, and not without taking blood which he offers for
himself  and for the errors of  the people. By this the 
Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the sanctuary is 
not yet opened as long as the outer tent is still standing
(which is symbolic for the present age). According to 
this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered which
cannot perfect the conscience of  the worshiper, but 
deal only with food and drink and various ablutions, 
regulations for the body imposed until the time of  
reformation. But when Christ appeared as a high priest
of  the good things that have come, then through the 
greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, 
that is, not of  this creation) he entered once for all 
into the Holy Place, taking not the blood of  goats and 
calves but his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption. For if  the sprinkling of  defiled persons 
with the blood of  goats and bulls and with the ashes 
of  a heifer sanctifies for the purification of  the flesh, 
how much more shall the blood of  Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself  without 
blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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