
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 3, THURSDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Ha'gar bore Abram a son; and Abram called the name 
of  his son, whom Ha'gar bore, Ish'mael. Abram was 
eighty-six years old when Ha'gar bore Ish'mael to 
Abram. When Abram was ninety-nine years old the 
LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I 
will make my covenant between me and you, and will 
multiply you exceedingly.” Then Abram fell on his 
face; and God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is 
with you, and you shall be the father of  a multitude of
nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the 
father of  a multitude of  nations. I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of  you, 
and kings shall come forth from you. And I will 
establish my covenant between me and you and your 
descendants after you throughout their generations for
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
descendants after you. And I will give to you, and to 
your descendants after you, the land of  your 
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sojournings, all the land of  Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession; and I will be their God.” And God said to 
Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, 
you and your descendants after you throughout their 
generations. This is my covenant, which you shall 
keep, between me and you and your descendants after 
you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You 
shall be circumcised in the flesh of  your foreskins, and
it shall be a sign of  the covenant between me and you. 
He that is eight days old among you shall be 
circumcised; every male throughout your generations, 
whether born in your house, or bought with your 
money from any foreigner who is not of  your 
offspring, both he that is born in your house and he 
that is bought with your money, shall be circumcised. 
So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting 
covenant. Any uncircumcised male who is not 
circumcised in the flesh of  his foreskin shall be cut off
from his people; he has broken my covenant.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the Jews, “I can do nothing on my own 
authority; as I hear, I judge; and my judgment is just, 
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because I seek not my own will but the will of  him 
who sent me. If  I bear witness to myself, my 
testimony is not true; there is another who bears 
witness to me, and I know that the testimony which he
bears to me is true. You sent to John, and he has 
borne witness to the truth. Not that the testimony 
which I receive is from man; but I say this that you 
may be saved. He was a burning and shining lamp, and
you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But 
the testimony which I have is greater than that of  
John; for the works which the Father has granted me 
to accomplish, these very works which I am doing, 
bear me witness that the Father has sent me. And the 
Father who sent me has himself  borne witness to me. 
His voice you have never heard, his form you have 
never seen; and you do not have his word abiding in 
you, for you do not believe him whom he has sent. 
You search the scriptures, because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness to me; yet you refuse to come to me that you 
may have life. I do not receive glory from men. But I 
know that you have not the love of  God within you. I 
have come in my Father’s name, and you do not 
receive me; if  another comes in his own name, him 
you will receive. How can you believe, who receive 
glory from one another and do not seek the glory that 
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comes from the only God? Do not think that I shall 
accuse you to the Father; it is Moses who accuses you, 
on whom you set your hope. If  you believed Moses, 
you would believe me, for he wrote of  me. But if  you 
do not believe his writings, how will you believe my 
words?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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