
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 3, FRIDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Thus says the LORD: “Where is your mother’s bill of  
divorce, with which I put her away? Or which of  my 
creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for 
your iniquities you were sold, and for your 
transgressions your mother was put away. Why, when I
came, was there no man? When I called, was there no 
one to answer? Is my hand shortened, that it cannot 
redeem? Or have I no power to deliver? Behold, by my
rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a desert; 
their fish stink for lack of  water, and die of  thirst. I 
clothe the heavens with blackness, and make sackcloth 
their covering.” The Lord GOD has given me the 
tongue of  those who are taught, that I may know how 
to sustain with a word him that is weary. Morning by 
morning he wakens, he wakens my ear to hear as those
who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, I turned not backward. I gave
my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to those who 
pulled out the beard; I hid not my face from shame 
and spitting. For the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I 
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have not been confounded; therefore I have set my 
face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will 
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my
adversary? Let him come near to me. Behold, the Lord
GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all 
of  them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat
them up. Who among you fears the LORD and obeys 
the voice of  his servant, who walks in darkness and 
has no light, yet trusts in the name of  the LORD and 
relies upon his God? Behold, all you who kindle a fire, 
who set brands alight! Walk by the light of  your fire, 
and by the brands which you have kindled! This shall 
you have from my hand: you shall lie down in torment.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
And every priest stands daily at his service, offering 
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a 
single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of  God, then to wait until his enemies should be made
a stool for his feet. For by a single offering he has 
perfected for all time those who are sanctified. And 
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the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after 
saying, “This is the covenant that I will make with 
them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws
on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” then 
he adds, “I will remember their sins and their misdeeds
no more.” Where there is forgiveness of  these, there is
no longer any offering for sin. Therefore, brethren, 
since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the
blood of  Jesus, by the new and living way which he 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 
flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house 
of  God, let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of  faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of  our 
hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful; and let us consider how to stir up one another
to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of  some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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