
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 7, SATURDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ruth
Bo'az went up to the gate and sat down there; and 
behold, the next of  kin, of  whom Bo'az had spoken, 
came by. So Bo'az said, “Turn aside, friend; sit down 
here”; and he turned aside and sat down. And he took 
ten men of  the elders of  the city, and said, “Sit down 
here”; so they sat down. Then he said to the next of  
kin, “Na'omi, who has come back from the country of
Moab, is selling the parcel of  land which belonged to 
our kinsman Elim'elech. So I thought I would tell you 
of  it, and say, Buy it in the presence of  those sitting 
here, and in the presence of  the elders of  my people. 
If  you will redeem it, redeem it; but if  you will not, tell
me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you to
redeem it, and I come after you.” And he said, “I will 
redeem it.” Then Bo'az said, “The day you buy the 
field from the hand of  Na'omi, you are also buying 
Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of  the dead, in order 
to restore the name of  the dead to his inheritance.” 
Then the next of  kin said, “I cannot redeem it for 
myself, lest I impair my own inheritance. Take my right
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 7, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

RUTH 4:1-17; 2 TIMOTHY 1:1-14



of  redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.” Now 
this was the custom in former times in Israel 
concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a 
transaction, the one drew off  his sandal and gave it to 
the other, and this was the manner of  attesting in 
Israel. So when the next of  kin said to Bo'az, “Buy it 
for yourself,” he drew off  his sandal. Then Bo'az said 
to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses 
this day that I have bought from the hand of  Na'omi 
all that belonged to Elim'elech and all that belonged to
Chil'ion and to Mahlon. Also Ruth the Moabitess, the 
widow of  Mahlon, I have bought to be my wife, to 
perpetuate the name of  the dead in his inheritance, 
that the name of  the dead may not be cut off  from 
among his brethren and from the gate of  his native 
place; you are witnesses this day.” Then all the people 
who were at the gate, and the elders, said, “We are 
witnesses. May the LORD make the woman, who is 
coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, who 
together built up the house of  Israel. May you prosper
in Eph'rathah and be renowned in Bethlehem; and 
may your house be like the house of  Perez, whom 
Tamar bore to Judah, because of  the children that the 
LORD will give you by this young woman.” So Bo'az 
took Ruth and she became his wife; and he went in to 
her, and the LORD gave her conception, and she bore 
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a son. Then the women said to Na'omi, “Blessed be 
the LORD, who has not left you this day without next 
of  kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! He 
shall be to you a restorer of  life and a nourisher of  
your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, 
who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him.” 
Then Na'omi took the child and laid him in her 
bosom, and became his nurse. And the women of  the 
neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has 
been born to Na'omi.” They named him Obed; he was
the father of  Jesse, the father of  David.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to Timothy
Paul, an apostle of  Christ Jesus by the will of  God 
according to the promise of  the life which is in Christ 
Jesus, To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, 
and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord. I thank God whom I serve with a clear 
conscience, as did my fathers, when I remember you 
constantly in my prayers. As I remember your tears, I 
long night and day to see you, that I may be filled with 
joy. I am reminded of  your sincere faith, a faith that 
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dwelt first in your grandmother Lo'is and your mother 
Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you. Hence I 
remind you to rekindle the gift of  God that is within 
you through the laying on of  my hands; for God did 
not give us a spirit of  timidity but a spirit of  power 
and love and self-control. Do not be ashamed then of  
testifying to our Lord, nor of  me his prisoner, but 
share in suffering for the gospel in the power of  God, 
who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not in 
virtue of  our works but in virtue of  his own purpose 
and the grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus ages 
ago, and now has manifested through the appearing of
our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a preacher and
apostle and teacher, and therefore I suffer as I do. But 
I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, 
and I am sure that he is able to guard until that Day 
what has been entrusted to me. Follow the pattern of  
the sound words which you have heard from me, in 
the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus; guard the 
truth that has been entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit
who dwells within us.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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