
THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Zechariah
Thus says the Lord, “And on that day I will seek to 
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
And I will pour out on the house of  David and the 
inhabitants of  Jerusalem a spirit of  compassion and 
supplication, so that, when they look on him whom 
they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one 
mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, 
as one weeps over a first-born. On that day the 
mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the 
mourning for Hadadrim'mon in the plain of  Megid'do.
On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the 
house of  David and the inhabitants of  Jerusalem to 
cleanse them from sin and uncleanness. Awake, O 
sword, against my shepherd, against the man who 
stands next to me,” says the LORD of  hosts. “Strike 
the shepherd, that the sheep may be scattered; I will 
turn my hand against the little ones. In the whole land,
says the LORD, two thirds shall be cut off  and perish, 
and one third shall be left alive. And I will put this 
third into the fire, and refine them as one refines 
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silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call on 
my name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are 
my people’; and they will say, ‘The LORD is my 
God.’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
And when Jesus drew near and saw the city, Jerusalem,
he wept over it, saying, “Would that even today you 
knew the things that make for peace! But now they are
hid from your eyes. For the days shall come upon you, 
when your enemies will cast up a bank about you and 
surround you, and hem you in on every side, and dash 
you to the ground, you and your children within you, 
and they will not leave one stone upon another in you; 
because you did not know the time of  your visitation.”
And he entered the temple and began to drive out 
those who sold, saying to them, “It is written, ‘My 
house shall be a house of  prayer’; but you have made 
it a den of  robbers.” And he was teaching daily in the 
temple. The chief  priests and the scribes and the 
principal men of  the people sought to destroy him; 
but 
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they did not find anything they could do, for all the 
people hung upon his words.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
And when the hour came, Jesus sat at table, and the 
apostles with him. And he said to them, “I have 
earnestly desired to eat this passover with you before I
suffer; for I tell you I shall not eat it until it is fulfilled 
in the kingdom of  God.” And he took a cup, and 
when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and 
divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from 
now on I shall not drink of  the fruit of  the vine until 
the kingdom of  God comes.” And he took bread, and 
when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of  me.” And likewise the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup which is poured out for
you is the new covenant in my blood. But behold the 
hand of  him who betrays me is with me on the table. 
For the Son of  man goes as it has been determined; 
but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” And 
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they began to question one another, which of  them it 
was that would do this.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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