
YEAR 2, HOLY WEEK, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Lamentations of  Jeremiah
How the Lord in his anger has set the daughter of  
Zion under a cloud! He has cast down from heaven to 
earth the splendor of  Israel; he has not remembered 
his footstool in the day of  his anger. The Lord has 
destroyed without mercy all the habitations of  Jacob; 
in his wrath he has broken down the strongholds of  
the daughter of  Judah; he has brought down to the 
ground in dishonor the kingdom and its rulers. He has
cut down in fierce anger all the might of  Israel; he has 
withdrawn from them his right hand in the face of  the
enemy; he has burned like a flaming fire in Jacob, 
consuming all around. He has bent his bow like an 
enemy, with his right hand set like a foe; and he has 
slain all the pride of  our eyes in the tent of  the 
daughter of  Zion; he has poured out his fury like fire. 
The Lord has become like an enemy, he has destroyed 
Israel; he has destroyed all its palaces, laid in ruins its 
strongholds; and he has multiplied in the daughter of  
Judah mourning and lamentation. He has broken 
down his booth like that of  a garden, laid in ruins the 
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place of  his appointed feasts; the LORD has brought to
an end in Zion appointed feast and sabbath, and in his
fierce indignation has spurned king and priest. The 
Lord has scorned his altar, disowned his sanctuary; he 
has delivered into the hand of  the enemy the walls of  
her palaces; a clamor was raised in the house of  the 
LORD as on the day of  an appointed feast. The LORD 
determined to lay in ruins the wall of  the daughter of  
Zion; he marked it off  by the line; he restrained not 
his hand from destroying; he caused rampart and wall 
to lament, they languish together. Her gates have sunk 
into the ground; he has ruined and broken her bars; 
her king and princes are among the nations; the law is 
no more, and her prophets obtain no vision from the 
LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And Jesus began to speak to the disciples in parables. 
“A man planted a vineyard, and set a hedge around it, 
and dug a pit for the wine press, and built a tower, and
let it out to tenants, and went into another country. 
When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, 
to get from them some of  the fruit of  the vineyard. 
YEAR 2, WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK: MORNING PRAYER

LAMENTATIONS 2:1–9; MARK 12:1–11



And they took him and beat him, and sent him away 
empty-handed. Again he sent to them another servant,
and they wounded him in the head, and treated him 
shamefully. And he sent another, and him they killed; 
and so with many others, some they beat and some 
they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son; 
finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect 
my son.’ But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is
the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will 
be ours.’ And they took him and killed him, and cast 
him out of  the vineyard. What will the owner of  the 
vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants, 
and give the vineyard to others. Have you not read this
scripture: ‘The very stone which the builders rejected 
has become the head of  the corner; this was the Lord’s
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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