
YEAR 2, GOOD FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon
Ungodly men by their words and deeds summoned 
death; considering him a friend, they pined away, and 
they made a covenant with him, because they are fit to 
belong to his party. For they reasoned unsoundly, 
saying to themselves, “Short and sorrowful is our life, 
and there is no remedy when a man comes to his end, 
and no one has been known to return from Hades. Let
us lie in wait for the righteous man, because he is 
inconvenient to us and opposes our actions; he 
reproaches us for sins against the law, and accuses us 
of  sins against our training. He professes to have 
knowledge of  God, and calls himself  a child of  the 
Lord. He became to us a reproof  of  our thoughts; the
very sight of  him is a burden to us, because his 
manner of  life is unlike that of  others, and his ways 
are strange. We are considered by him as something 
base, and he avoids our ways as unclean; he calls the 
last end of  the righteous happy, and boasts that God is
his father. Let us see if  his words are true, and let us 
test what will happen at the end of  his life; for if  the 
righteous man is God’s son, he will help him, and will 
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deliver him from the hand of  his adversaries. Let us 
test him with insult and torture, that we may find out 
how gentle he is, and make trial of  his forbearance. 
Let us condemn him to a shameful death, for, 
according to what he says, he will be protected.” Thus 
they reasoned, but they were led astray, for their 
wickedness blinded them, and they did not know the 
secret purposes of  God, nor hope for the wages of  
holiness, nor discern the prize for blameless souls.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  Peter
The prophets who prophesied of  the grace that was to
be yours searched and inquired about this salvation; 
they inquired what person or time was indicated by the
Spirit of  Christ within them when predicting the 
sufferings of  Christ and the subsequent glory. It was 
revealed to them that they were serving not themselves
but you, in the things which have now been 
announced to you by those who preached the good 
news to you through the Holy Spirit sent from heaven,
things into which angels long to look. Therefore gird 
up your minds, be sober, set your hope fully upon the 
grace that is coming to you at the revelation of  Jesus 
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Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to 
the passions of  your former ignorance, but as he who 
called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your 
conduct; since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I 
am holy.” And if  you invoke as Father him who judges
each one impartially according to his deeds, conduct 
yourselves with fear throughout the time of  your exile.
You know that you were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of  Christ, like that of  a lamb without blemish 
or spot. He was destined before the foundation of  the 
world but was made manifest at the end of  the times 
for your sake.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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