
YEAR 2, HOLY SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Lamentations of  Jeremiah
Who has commanded and it came to pass, unless the 
Lord has ordained it? Is it not from the mouth of  the 
Most High that good and evil come? Why should a 
living man complain, a man, about the punishment of  
his sins? Let us test and examine our ways, and return 
to the LORD! Let us lift up our hearts and hands to 
God in heaven: “We have transgressed and rebelled, 
and thou hast not forgiven. Thou hast wrapped thyself
with anger and pursued us, slaying without pity; thou 
hast wrapped thyself  with a cloud so that no prayer 
can pass through. Thou hast made us offscouring and 
refuse among the peoples. All our enemies rail against 
us; panic and pitfall have come upon us, devastation 
and destruction; my eyes flow with rivers of  tears 
because of  the destruction of  the daughter of  my 
people. My eyes will flow without ceasing, without 
respite, until the LORD from heaven looks down and 
sees; my eyes cause me grief  at the fate of  all the 
maidens of  my city. I have been hunted like a bird by 
those who were my enemies without cause; they flung 
me alive into the pit and cast stones on me; water 
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closed over my head; I said, ‘I am lost.’ I called on thy 
name, O LORD, from the depths of  the pit; thou didst 
hear my plea, ‘Do not close thine ear to my cry for 
help!’ Thou didst come near when I called on thee; 
thou didst say, ‘Do not fear!’ Thou hast taken up my 
cause, O Lord, thou hast redeemed my life.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Therefore, while the promise of  entering his rest 
remains, let us fear lest any of  you be judged to have 
failed to reach it. For good news came to us just as to 
them; but the message which they heard did not 
benefit them, because it did not meet with faith in the 
hearers. For we who have believed enter that rest, as 
he has said, “As I swore in my wrath, ‘They shall never
enter my rest,’ ” although his works were finished 
from the foundation of  the world. For he has 
somewhere spoken of  the seventh day in this way, 
“And God rested on the seventh day from all his 
works.” And again in this place he said, “They shall 
never enter my rest.” Since therefore it remains for 
some to enter it, and those who formerly received the 
good news failed to enter because of  disobedience, 
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again he sets a certain day, “Today,” saying through 
David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, 
“Today, when you hear his voice, do not harden your 
hearts.” For if  Joshua had given them rest, God would
not speak later of  another day. So then, there remains 
a sabbath rest for the people of  God; for whoever 
enters God’s rest also ceases from his labors as God 
did from his. Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, 
that no one fall by the same sort of  disobedience. For 
the word of  God is living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of  soul and 
spirit, of  joints and marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of  the heart. And before him 
no creature is hidden, but all are open and laid bare to 
the eyes of  him with whom we have to do. Since then 
we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of  God, let us hold fast 
our confession. For we have not a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 
who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to 
the throne of  grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of  need.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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