
YEAR 2, LENT 2, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
The words of  Jeremiah, the son of  Hilki'ah, of  the 
priests who were in An'athoth in the land of  
Benjamin, to whom the word of  the LORD came in 
the days of  Josi'ah the son of  A'mon, king of  Judah, 
in the thirteenth year of  his reign. It came also in the 
days of  Jehoi'akim the son of  Josi'ah, king of  Judah, 
and until the end of  the eleventh year of  Zedeki'ah, 
the son of  Josi'ah, king of  Judah, until the captivity of  
Jerusalem in the fifth month. Now the word of  the 
LORD came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the 
nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do 
not know how to speak, for I am only a youth.” But 
the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’;
for to all to whom I send you you shall go, and 
whatever I command you you shall speak. Be not 
afraid of  them, for I am with you to deliver you, says 
the LORD.” Then the LORD put forth his hand and 
touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, 
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“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. See, I 
have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to 
overthrow, to build and to plant.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
Do you not know that all of  us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of  the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of  life. For if  we have been united with him 
in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old 
self  was crucified with him so that the sinful body 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed from sin. 
But if  we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with him. For we know that Christ being
raised from the dead will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. The death he died he 
died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin
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and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Let not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. Do not yield your members to sin as 
instruments of  wickedness, but yield yourselves to 
God as men who have been brought from death to 
life, and your members to God as instruments of  
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you,
since you are not under law but under grace.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said, “The kingdom of  heaven is like a grain of  
mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his field;
it is the smallest of  all seeds, but when it has grown it 
is the greatest of  shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of  the air come and make nests in its 
branches. The kingdom of  heaven is like leaven which 
a woman took and hid in three measures of  flour, till it
was all leavened. The kingdom of  heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of  heaven 
is like a merchant in search of  fine pearls, who, on 
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finding one pearl of  great value, went and sold all that 
he had and bought it.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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