
YEAR 2, LENT 2, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he 
said to his sons, “Why do you look at one another?” 
And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain 
in Egypt; go down and buy grain for us there, that we 
may live, and not die.” So ten of  Joseph’s brothers 
went down to buy grain in Egypt. But Jacob did not 
send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with his brothers, for
he feared that harm might befall him. Thus the sons 
of  Israel came to buy among the others who came, for
the famine was in the land of  Canaan. Now Joseph 
was governor over the land; he it was who sold to all 
the people of  the land. And Joseph’s brothers came, 
and bowed themselves before him with their faces to 
the ground. Joseph saw his brothers, and knew them, 
but he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly 
to them. “Where do you come from?” he said. They 
said, “From the land of  Canaan, to buy food.” Thus 
Joseph knew his brothers, but they did not know him. 
And Joseph remembered the dreams which he had 
dreamed of  them; and he said to them, “You are spies,
you have come to see the weakness of  the land.” They
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said to him, “No, my lord, but to buy food have your 
servants come. We are all sons of  one man, we are 
honest men, your servants are not spies.” He said to 
them, “No, it is the weakness of  the land that you 
have come to see.” And they said, “We, your servants, 
are twelve brothers, the sons of  one man in the land 
of  Canaan; and behold, the youngest is this day with 
our father, and one is no more.” But Joseph said to 
them, “It is as I said to you, you are spies. By this you 
shall be tested: by the life of  Pharaoh, you shall not go
from this place unless your youngest brother comes 
here. Send one of  you, and let him bring your brother,
while you remain in prison, that your words may be 
tested, whether there is truth in you; or else, by the life
of  Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” And he put them all 
together in prison for three days.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Then Jesus went home; and the crowd came together 
again, so that they could not even eat. And when his 
family heard it, they went out to seize him, for people 
were saying, “He is beside himself.” And the scribes 
who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is 
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possessed by Be-el'zebul, and by the prince of  demons
he casts out the demons.” And he called them to him, 
and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out 
Satan? If  a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. And if  a house is divided 
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And 
if  Satan has risen up against himself  and is divided, he
cannot stand, but is coming to an end. But no one can 
enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, 
unless he first binds the strong man; then indeed he 
may plunder his house. Truly, I say to you, all sins will 
be forgiven the sons of  men, and whatever 
blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is 
guilty of  an eternal sin”—for they had said, “He has 
an unclean spirit.” And his mother and his brothers 
came; and standing outside they sent to him and called
him. And a crowd was sitting about him; and they said 
to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, 
asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother 
and my brothers?” And looking around on those who 
sat about him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! Whoever does the will of  God is my brother,
and sister, and mother.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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