
YEAR 2, LENT 2, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the 
steward of  his house, “Bring the men into the house, 
and slaughter an animal and make ready, for the men 
are to dine with me at noon.” The man did as Joseph 
bade him, and brought the men to Joseph’s house. 
And the men were afraid because they were brought to
Joseph’s house, and they said, “It is because of  the 
money, which was replaced in our sacks the first time, 
that we are brought in, so that he may seek occasion 
against us and fall upon us, to make slaves of  us and 
seize our asses.” So they went up to the steward of  
Joseph’s house, and spoke with him at the door of  the 
house, and said, “Oh, my lord, we came down the first
time to buy food; and when we came to the lodging 
place we opened our sacks, and there was every man’s 
money in the mouth of  his sack, our money in full 
weight; so we have brought it again with us, and we 
have brought other money down in our hand to buy 
food. We do not know who put our money in our 
sacks.” He replied, “Rest assured, do not be afraid; 
your God and the God of  your father must have put 
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treasure in your sacks for you; I received your money.” 
Then he brought Simeon out to them. And when the 
man had brought the men into Joseph’s house, and 
given them water, and they had washed their feet, and 
when he had given their asses provender, they made 
ready the present for Joseph’s coming at noon, for 
they heard that they should eat bread there. When 
Joseph came home, they brought into the house to 
him the present which they had with them, and bowed
down to him to the ground. And he inquired about 
their welfare, and said, “Is your father well, the old 
man of  whom you spoke? Is he still alive?” They said, 
“Your servant our father is well, he is still alive.” And 
they bowed their heads and made obeisance. And he 
lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his 
mother’s son, and said, “Is this your youngest brother, 
of  whom you spoke to me? God be gracious to you, 
my son!” Then Joseph made haste, for his heart 
yearned for his brother, and he sought a place to weep.
And he entered his chamber and wept there. Then he 
washed his face and came out; and controlling himself
he said, “Let food be served.” They served him by 
himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians 
who ate with him by themselves, because the 
Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews, for 
that is an abomination to the Egyptians. And they sat 
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before him, the first-born according to his birthright 
and the youngest according to his youth; and the men 
looked at one another in amazement. Portions were 
taken to them from Joseph’s table, but Benjamin’s 
portion was five times as much as any of  theirs. So 
they drank and were merry with him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Jesus and the twelve came to the other side of  the sea, 
to the country of  the Ger'asenes. And when he had 
come out of  the boat, there met him out of  the tombs
a man with an unclean spirit, who lived among the 
tombs; and no one could bind him any more, even 
with a chain; for he had often been bound with fetters 
and chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and the 
fetters he broke in pieces; and no one had the strength
to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and 
on the mountains he was always crying out, and 
bruising himself  with stones. And when he saw Jesus 
from afar, he ran and worshiped him; and crying out 
with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with 
me, Jesus, Son of  the Most High God? I adjure you by
God, do not torment me.” For he had said to him, 
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“Come out of  the man, you unclean spirit!” And Jesus
asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My 
name is Legion; for we are many.” And he begged him
eagerly not to send them out of  the country. Now a 
great herd of  swine was feeding there on the hillside; 
and they begged him, “Send us to the swine, let us 
enter them.” So he gave them leave. And the unclean 
spirits came out, and entered the swine; and the herd, 
numbering about two thousand, rushed down the 
steep bank into the sea, and were drowned in the sea. 
The herdsmen fled, and told it in the city and in the 
country. And people came to see what it was that had 
happened. And they came to Jesus, and saw the 
demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, 
the man who had had the legion; and they were afraid. 
And those who had seen it told what had happened to 
the demoniac and to the swine. And they began to beg
Jesus to depart from their neighborhood. And as he 
was getting into the boat, the man who had been 
possessed with demons begged him that he might be 
with him. But he refused, and said to him, “Go home 
to your friends, and tell them how much the Lord has 
done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 
And he went away and began to proclaim in the 
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Decap'olis how much Jesus had done for him; and all 
men marveled.
The Reader concludes: The Word of  the Lord.
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