
YEAR 2, LENT 2, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
Declare this in the house of  Jacob, proclaim it in 
Judah: “Hear this, O foolish and senseless people, who
have eyes, but see not, who have ears, but hear not. Do
you not fear me? says the LORD; Do you not tremble 
before me? I placed the sand as the bound for the sea, 
a perpetual barrier which it cannot pass; though the 
waves toss, they cannot prevail, though they roar, they 
cannot pass over it. But this people has a stubborn and
rebellious heart; they have turned aside and gone away.
They do not say in their hearts, ‘Let us fear the LORD 
our God, who gives the rain in its season, the autumn 
rain and the spring rain, and keeps for us the weeks 
appointed for the harvest.’ Your iniquities have turned 
these away, and your sins have kept good from you. 
For wicked men are found among my people; they lurk
like fowlers lying in wait. They set a trap; they catch 
men. Like a basket full of  birds, their houses are full 
of  treachery; therefore they have become great and 
rich, they have grown fat and sleek. They know no 
bounds in deeds of  wickedness; they judge not with 
justice the cause of  the fatherless, to make it prosper, 
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and they do not defend the rights of  the needy. Shall I 
not punish them for these things? says the LORD, and 
shall I not avenge myself  on a nation such as this?” An
appalling and horrible thing has happened in the land: 
the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule at 
their direction; my people love to have it so, but what 
will you do when the end comes?
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
To the married I give charge, not I but the Lord, that 
the wife should not separate from her husband (but if  
she does, let her remain single or else be reconciled to 
her husband)—and that the husband should not 
divorce his wife. To the rest I say, not the Lord, that if  
any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she 
consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. 
If  any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and
he consents to live with her, she should not divorce 
him. For the unbelieving husband is consecrated 
through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is 
consecrated through her husband. Otherwise, your 
children would be unclean, but as it is they are holy. 
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But if  the unbelieving partner desires to separate, let it
be so; in such a case the brother or sister is not bound.
For God has called us to peace. Wife, how do you 
know whether you will save your husband? Husband, 
how do you know whether you will save your wife? 
Only, let every one lead the life which the Lord has 
assigned to him, and in which God has called him. 
This is my rule in all the churches. Was any one at the 
time of  his call already circumcised? Let him not seek 
to remove the marks of  circumcision. Was any one at 
the time of  his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek 
circumcision. For neither circumcision counts for 
anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the 
commandments of  God. Every one should remain in 
the state in which he was called. Were you a slave 
when called? Never mind. But if  you can gain your 
freedom, avail yourself  of  the opportunity. For he 
who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of  
the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a 
slave of  Christ. You were bought with a price; do not 
become slaves of  men. So, brethren, in whatever state 
each was called, there let him remain with God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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