
YEAR 2, LENT 3, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
Thus says the LORD of  hosts, the God of  Israel: “Add
your burnt offerings to your sacrifices, and eat the 
flesh. For in the day that I brought them out of  the 
land of  Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or 
command them concerning burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. But this command I gave them, ‘Obey my 
voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be my 
people; and walk in all the way that I command you, 
that it may be well with you.’ But they did not obey or 
incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels and 
the stubbornness of  their evil hearts, and went 
backward and not forward. From the day that your 
fathers came out of  the land of  Egypt to this day, I 
have persistently sent all my servants the prophets to 
them, day after day; yet they did not listen to me, or 
incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did 
worse than their fathers. So you shall speak all these 
words to them, but they will not listen to you. You 
shall call to them, but they will not answer you. And 
you shall say to them, ‘This is the nation that did not 
obey the voice of  the LORD their God, and did not 
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accept discipline; truth has perished; it is cut off  from 
their lips. Cut off  your hair and cast it away; raise a 
lamentation on the bare heights, for the LORD has 
rejected and forsaken the generation of  his wrath.’ For
the sons of  Judah have done evil in my sight, says the 
LORD; they have set their abominations in the house 
which is called by my name, to defile it. And they have 
built the high place of  To'pheth, which is in the valley 
of  the son of  Hin'nom, to burn their sons and their 
daughters in the fire; which I did not command, nor 
did it come into my mind. Therefore, behold, the days 
are coming, says the LORD, when it will no more be 
called Topheth, or the valley of  the son of  Hin'nom, 
but the valley of  Slaughter: for they will bury in 
To'pheth, because there is no room elsewhere. And 
the dead bodies of  this people will be food for the 
birds of  the air, and for the beasts of  the earth; and 
none will frighten them away. And I will make to cease
from the cities of  Judah and from the streets of  
Jerusalem the voice of  mirth and the voice of  
gladness, the voice of  the bridegroom and the voice 
of  the bride; for the land shall become a waste.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried 
man is anxious about the affairs of  the Lord, how to 
please the Lord; but the married man is anxious about 
worldly affairs, how to please his wife, and his interests
are divided. And the unmarried woman or girl is 
anxious about the affairs of  the Lord, how to be holy 
in body and spirit; but the married woman is anxious 
about worldly affairs, how to please her husband. I say 
this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon
you, but to promote good order and to secure your 
undivided devotion to the Lord. If  any one thinks that
he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if  
his passions are strong, and it has to be, let him do as 
he wishes: let them marry—it is no sin. But whoever is
firmly established in his heart, being under no 
necessity but having his desire under control, and has 
determined this in his heart, to keep her as his 
betrothed, he will do well. So that he who marries his 
betrothed does well; and he who refrains from 
marriage will do better. A wife is bound to her 
husband as long as he lives. If  the husband dies, she is 
free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the 
Lord. But in my judgment she is happier if  she 
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remains as she is. And I think that I have the Spirit of  
God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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