
YEAR 2, LENT 3, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
So Israel took his journey with all that he had, and 
came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices to the God 
of  his father Isaac. And God spoke to Israel in visions
of  the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, 
“Here am I.” Then he said, “I am God, the God of  
your father; do not be afraid to go down to Egypt; for 
I will there make of  you a great nation. I will go down 
with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again; 
and Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.” Then Jacob 
set out from Beer-sheba; and the sons of  Israel carried
Jacob their father, their little ones, and their wives, in 
the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 
They also took their cattle and their goods, which they
had gained in the land of  Canaan, and came into 
Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him, his sons, 
and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his 
sons’ daughters; all his offspring he brought with him 
into Egypt. Jacob sent Judah before him to Joseph, to 
appear before him in Goshen; and they came into the 
land of  Goshen. Then Joseph made ready his chariot 
and went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen; and 
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he presented himself  to him, and fell on his neck, and 
wept on his neck a good while. Israel said to Joseph, 
“Now let me die, since I have seen your face and know
that you are still alive.” Joseph said to his brothers and 
to his father’s household, “I will go up and tell 
Pharaoh, and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my 
father’s household, who were in the land of  Canaan, 
have come to me; and the men are shepherds, for they 
have been keepers of  cattle; and they have brought 
their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have.’ 
When Pharaoh calls you, and says, ‘What is your 
occupation?’ you shall say, ‘Your servants have been 
keepers of  cattle from our youth even until now, both 
we and our fathers,’ in order that you may dwell in the 
land of  Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination
to the Egyptians.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
The apostles returned to Jesus, and told him all that 
they had done and taught. And he said to them, 
“Come away by yourselves to a lonely place, and rest a 
while.” For many were coming and going, and they 
had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the 
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boat to a lonely place by themselves. Now many saw 
them going, and knew them, and they ran there on 
foot from all the towns, and got there ahead of  them. 
As he went ashore he saw a great throng, and he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many 
things. And when it grew late, his disciples came to 
him and said, “This is a lonely place, and the hour is 
now late; send them away, to go into the country and 
villages round about and buy themselves something to 
eat.” But he answered them, “You give them 
something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go 
and buy two hundred denarii worth of  bread, and give 
it to them to eat?” And he said to them, “How many 
loaves have you? Go and see.” And when they had 
found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” Then he 
commanded them all to sit down by companies upon 
the green grass. So they sat down in groups, by 
hundreds and by fifties. And taking the five loaves and 
the two fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and 
broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples to set 
before the people; and he divided the two fish among 
them all. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they 
took up twelve baskets full of  broken pieces and of  
the fish. And those who ate the loaves were five 
thousand men. Immediately he made his disciples get 
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into the boat and go before him to the other side, to 
Beth-sa'ida, while he dismissed the crowd. And after 
he had taken leave of  them, he went up on the 
mountain to pray.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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