
YEAR 2, LENT 4, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
The word of  the LORD came to me: “And when you 
tell this people all these words, and they say to you, 
‘Why has the LORD pronounced all this great evil 
against us? What is our iniquity? What is the sin that 
we have committed against the LORD our God?’ then 
you shall say to them: ‘Because your fathers have 
forsaken me, says the LORD, and have gone after other
gods and have served and worshiped them, and have 
forsaken me and have not kept my law, and because 
you have done worse than your fathers, for behold, 
every one of  you follows his stubborn evil will, 
refusing to listen to me; therefore I will hurl you out 
of  this land into a land which neither you nor your 
fathers have known, and there you shall serve other 
gods day and night, for I will show you no favor.’ 
Therefore, behold, the days are coming, says the 
LORD, when it shall no longer be said, ‘As the LORD 
lives who brought up the people of  Israel out of  the 
land of  Egypt,’ but ‘As the LORD lives who brought 
up the people of  Israel out of  the north country and 
out of  all the countries where he had driven them.’ For
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I will bring them back to their own land which I gave 
to their fathers. Behold, I am sending for many fishers,
says the LORD, and they shall catch them; and 
afterwards I will send for many hunters, and they shall 
hunt them from every mountain and every hill, and 
out of  the clefts of  the rocks. For my eyes are upon all
their ways; they are not hid from me, nor is their 
iniquity concealed from my eyes. And I will doubly 
recompense their iniquity and their sin, because they 
have polluted my land with the carcasses of  their 
detestable idols, and have filled my inheritance with 
their abominations.” O LORD, my strength and my 
stronghold, my refuge in the day of  trouble, to thee 
shall the nations come from the ends of  the earth and 
say: “Our fathers have inherited nought but lies, 
worthless things in which there is no profit. Can man 
make for himself  gods? Such are no gods!” 
“Therefore, behold, I will make them know, this once 
I will make them know my power and my might, and 
they shall know that my name is the LORD.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Be imitators of  me, as I am of  Christ. I commend you
because you remember me in everything and maintain 
the traditions even as I have delivered them to you. 
But I want you to understand that the head of  every 
man is Christ, the head of  a woman is her husband, 
and the head of  Christ is God. Any man who prays or 
prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head, 
but any woman who prays or prophesies with her head
unveiled dishonors her head—it is the same as if  her 
head were shaven. For if  a woman will not veil herself,
then she should cut off  her hair; but if  it is disgraceful
for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her wear a veil.
For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the 
image and glory of  God; but woman is the glory of  
man. (For man was not made from woman, but 
woman from man. Neither was man created for 
woman, but woman for man.) That is why a woman 
ought to have a veil on her head, because of  the 
angels. (Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not 
independent of  man nor man of  woman; for as 
woman was made from man, so man is now born of  
woman. And all things are from God.) Judge for 
yourselves; is it proper for a woman to pray to God 
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with her head uncovered? Does not nature itself  teach 
you that for a man to wear long hair is degrading to 
him, but if  a woman has long hair, it is her pride? For 
her hair is given to her for a covering. If  any one is 
disposed to be contentious, we recognize no other 
practice, nor do the churches of  God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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