
YEAR 2, LENT 4, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Then Israel charged his sons, and said to them, “I am 
to be gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers 
in the cave that is in the field of  E'phron the Hittite, in
the cave that is in the field at Mach-pe'lah, to the east 
of  Mamre, in the land of  Canaan, which Abraham 
bought with the field from E'phron the Hittite to 
possess as a burying place. There they buried Abraham
and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and 
Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah—the field 
and the cave that is in it were purchased from the 
Hittites.” When Jacob finished charging his sons, he 
drew up his feet into the bed, and breathed his last, 
and was gathered to his people. Then Joseph fell on 
his father’s face, and wept over him, and kissed him. 
And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to
embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel; 
forty days were required for it, for so many are 
required for embalming. And the Egyptians wept for 
him seventy days. And when the days of  weeping for 
him were past, Joseph spoke to the household of  
Pharaoh, saying, “If  now I have found favor in your 
YEAR 2, LENT 4, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

GENESIS 49:29–50:14; MARK 8:1–10



eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of  Pharaoh, saying, 
My father made me swear, saying, ‘I am about to die: 
in my tomb which I hewed out for myself  in the land 
of  Canaan, there shall you bury me.’ Now therefore let
me go up, I pray you, and bury my father; then I will 
return.” And Pharaoh answered, “Go up, and bury 
your father, as he made you swear.” So Joseph went up
to bury his father; and with him went up all the 
servants of  Pharaoh, the elders of  his household, and 
all the elders of  the land of  Egypt, as well as all the 
household of  Joseph, his brothers, and his father’s 
household; only their children, their flocks, and their 
herds were left in the land of  Goshen. And there went
up with him both chariots and horsemen; it was a very
great company. When they came to the threshing floor
of  A'tad, which is beyond the Jordan, they lamented 
there with a very great and sorrowful lamentation; and
he made a mourning for his father seven days. When 
the inhabitants of  the land, the Canaanites, saw the 
mourning on the threshing floor of  A'tad, they said, 
“This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians.” 
Therefore the place was named A'bel-mizra'im; it is 
beyond the Jordan. Thus his sons did for him as he 
had commanded them; for his sons carried him to the 
land of  Canaan, and buried him in the cave of  the 
field at Mach-pe'lah, to the east of  Mamre, which 
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Abraham bought with the field from E'phron the 
Hittite, to possess as a burying place. After he had 
buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt with his 
brothers and all who had gone up with him to bury his
father.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, 
and they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples 
to him, and said to them, “I have compassion on the 
crowd, because they have been with me now three 
days, and have nothing to eat; and if  I send them away
hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way; and 
some of  them have come a long way.” And his 
disciples answered him, “How can one feed these men
with bread here in the desert?” And he asked them, 
“How many loaves have you?” They said, “Seven.” 
And he commanded the crowd to sit down on the 
ground; and he took the seven loaves, and having 
given thanks he broke them and gave them to his 
disciples to set before the people; and they set them 
before the crowd. And they had a few small fish; and 
having blessed them, he commanded that these also 
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should be set before them. And they ate, and were 
satisfied; and they took up the broken pieces left over, 
seven baskets full. And there were about four 
thousand people. And he sent them away; and 
immediately he got into the boat with his disciples, and
went to the district of  Dalmanu'tha.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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