
YEAR 2, LENT 5, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
After Nebuchadrez'zar king of  Babylon had taken into
exile from Jerusalem Jeconi'ah the son of  Jehoi'akim, 
king of  Judah, together with the princes of  Judah, the 
craftsmen, and the smiths, and had brought them to 
Babylon, the LORD showed me this vision: Behold, 
two baskets of  figs placed before the temple of  the 
LORD. One basket had very good figs, like first-ripe 
figs, but the other basket had very bad figs, so bad that
they could not be eaten. And the LORD said to me, 
“What do you see, Jeremiah?” I said, “Figs, the good 
figs very good, and the bad figs very bad, so bad that 
they cannot be eaten.” Then the word of  the LORD 
came to me: “Thus says the LORD, the God of  Israel: 
Like these good figs, so I will regard as good the exiles
from Judah, whom I have sent away from this place to 
the land of  the Chalde'ans. I will set my eyes upon 
them for good, and I will bring them back to this land.
I will build them up, and not tear them down; I will 
plant them, and not uproot them. I will give them a 
heart to know that I am the LORD; and they shall be 
my people and I will be their God, for they shall 
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return to me with their whole heart. But thus says the 
LORD: Like the bad figs which are so bad they cannot 
be eaten, so will I treat Zedeki'ah the king of  Judah, 
his princes, the remnant of  Jerusalem who remain in 
this land, and those who dwell in the land of  Egypt. I 
will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of  the 
earth, to be a reproach, a byword, a taunt, and a curse 
in all the places where I shall drive them. And I will 
send sword, famine, and pestilence upon them, until 
they shall be utterly destroyed from the land which I 
gave to them and their fathers.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Make love your aim, and earnestly desire the spiritual 
gifts, especially that you may prophesy. For one who 
speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for 
no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the
Spirit. On the other hand, he who prophesies speaks 
to men for their upbuilding and encouragement and 
consolation. He who speaks in a tongue edifies 
himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 
Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more
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to prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than he 
who speaks in tongues, unless some one interprets, so 
that the church may be edified. Now, brethren, if  I 
come to you speaking in tongues, how shall I benefit 
you unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge 
or prophecy or teaching? If  even lifeless instruments, 
such as the flute or the harp, do not give distinct notes,
how will any one know what is played? And if  the 
bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get ready for 
battle? So with yourselves; if  you in a tongue utter 
speech that is not intelligible, how will any one know 
what is said? For you will be speaking into the air. 
There are doubtless many different languages in the 
world, and none is without meaning; but if  I do not 
know the meaning of  the language, I shall be a 
foreigner to the speaker and the speaker a foreigner to 
me. So with yourselves; since you are eager for 
manifestations of  the Spirit, strive to excel in building 
up the church. Therefore, he who speaks in a tongue 
should pray for the power to interpret. For if  I pray in 
a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful. 
What am I to do? I will pray with the spirit and I will 
pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I
will sing with the mind also. Otherwise, if  you bless 
with the spirit, how can any one in the position of  an 
outsider say the “Amen” to your thanksgiving when he
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does not know what you are saying? For you may give 
thanks well enough, but the other man is not edified. I
thank God that I speak in tongues more than you all; 
nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words
with my mind, in order to instruct others, than ten 
thousand words in a tongue.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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