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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Exodus
Seven days passed after the LORD had struck the Nile. 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and 
say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let my people go, 
that they may serve me. But if  you refuse to let them 
go, behold, I will plague all your country with frogs; 
the Nile shall swarm with frogs which shall come up 
into your house, and into your bedchamber and on 
your bed, and into the houses of  your servants and of  
your people, and into your ovens and your kneading 
bowls; the frogs shall come up on you and on your 
people and on all your servants.” ’ ” And the LORD 
said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand 
with your rod over the rivers, over the canals, and over
the pools, and cause frogs to come upon the land of  
Egypt!’” So Aaron stretched out his hand over the 
waters of  Egypt; and the frogs came up and covered 
the land of  Egypt. But the magicians did the same by 
their secret arts, and brought frogs upon the land of  
Egypt. Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron, and 
said, “Entreat the LORD to take away the frogs from 
me and from my people; and I will let the people go to
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sacrifice to the LORD.” Moses said to Pharaoh, “Be 
pleased to command me when I am to entreat, for you
and for your servants and for your people, that the 
frogs be destroyed from you and your houses and be 
left only in the Nile.” And he said, “Tomorrow.” 
Moses said, “Be it as you say, that you may know that 
there is no one like the LORD our God. The frogs shall
depart from you and your houses and your servants 
and your people; they shall be left only in the Nile.” So
Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh; and Moses 
cried to the LORD concerning the frogs, as he had 
agreed with Pharaoh. And the LORD did according to 
the word of  Moses; the frogs died out of  the houses 
and courtyards and out of  the fields. And they 
gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. 
But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he 
hardened his heart, and would not listen to them; as 
the LORD had said. Then the LORD said to Moses, 
“Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your rod and strike the 
dust of  the earth, that it may become gnats 
throughout all the land of  Egypt.’ ” And they did so; 
Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and struck 
the dust of  the earth, and there came gnats on man 
and beast; all the dust of  the earth became gnats 
throughout all the land of  Egypt. The magicians tried 
by their secret arts to bring forth gnats, but they could 
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not. So there were gnats on man and beast. And the 
magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of  
God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he 
would not listen to them; as the LORD had said.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And as Jesus was setting out on his journey, a man ran 
up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And 
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one 
is good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not kill, Do not commit adultery,
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not 
defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ ” And he said
to him, “Teacher, all these I have observed from my 
youth.” And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and 
said to him, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you 
have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow me.” At that saying his 
countenance fell, and he went away sorrowful; for he 
had great possessions. And Jesus looked around and 
said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those 
who have riches to enter the kingdom of  God!” And 
YEAR 2, LENT 5, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

EXODUS 7:25–8:19; MARK 10:17–31



the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said 
to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of  God! It is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of  a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of  God.” And they were exceedingly 
astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be 
saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is 
impossible, but not with God; for all things are 
possible with God.” Peter began to say to him, “Lo, 
we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, 
“Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house
or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and 
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 
lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come 
eternal life. But many that are first will be last, and the 
last first.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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