
YEAR 2, LENT 5, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Exodus
The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand 
toward heaven that there may be darkness over the 
land of  Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” So Moses 
stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was 
thick darkness in all the land of  Egypt three days; they
did not see one another, nor did any rise from his 
place for three days; but all the people of  Israel had 
light where they dwelt. Then Pharaoh called Moses, 
and said, “Go, serve the LORD; your children also may 
go with you; only let your flocks and your herds 
remain behind.” But Moses said, “You must also let us
have sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may 
sacrifice to the LORD our God. Our cattle also must 
go with us; not a hoof  shall be left behind, for we 
must take of  them to serve the LORD our God, and 
we do not know with what we must serve the LORD 
until we arrive there.” But the LORD hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let them go. Then 
Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; take heed to
yourself; never see my face again; for in the day you 
see my face you shall die.” Moses said, “As you say! I 
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will not see your face again.” The LORD said to Moses,
“Yet one plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and 
upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence; when
he lets you go, he will drive you away completely. 
Speak now in the hearing of  the people, that they ask, 
every man of  his neighbor and every woman of  her 
neighbor, jewelry of  silver and of  gold.” And the 
LORD gave the people favor in the sight of  the 
Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses was very great in
the land of  Egypt, in the sight of  Pharaoh’s servants 
and in the sight of  the people. And Moses said, “Thus
says the LORD: About midnight I will go forth in the 
midst of  Egypt; and all the first-born in the land of  
Egypt shall die, from the first-born of  Pharaoh who 
sits upon his throne, even to the first-born of  the 
maidservant who is behind the mill; and all the first-
born of  the cattle. And there shall be a great cry 
throughout all the land of  Egypt, such as there has 
never been, nor ever shall be again. But against any of  
the people of  Israel, either man or beast, not a dog 
shall growl; that you may know that the LORD makes a
distinction between the Egyptians and Israel. And all 
these your servants shall come down to me, and bow 
down to me, saying, ‘Get you out, and all the people 
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who follow you.’ And after that I will go out.” And he 
went out from Pharaoh in hot anger.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And they came to Jericho; and as Jesus was leaving 
Jericho with his disciples and a great multitude, 
Bartimae'us, a blind beggar, the son of  Timae'us, was 
sitting by the roadside. And when he heard that it was 
Jesus of  Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, 
Son of  David, have mercy on me!” And many rebuked
him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the 
more, “Son of  David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus 
stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the 
blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; rise, he is 
calling you.” And throwing off  his mantle he sprang 
up and came to Jesus. And Jesus said to him, “What 
do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man 
said to him, “Master, let me receive my sight.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made 
you well.” And immediately he received his sight and 
followed him on the way.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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