
YEAR 2, PROPER 1, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
The word of  the LORD came to me: “Son of  man, 
prophesy against the shepherds of  Israel, prophesy, 
and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Ho, shepherds of  Israel who have been 
feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the 
sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the 
wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed 
the sheep. The weak you have not strengthened, the 
sick you have not healed, the crippled you have not 
bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the 
lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness
you have ruled them. So they were scattered, because 
there was no shepherd; and they became food for all 
the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered, they 
wandered over all the mountains and on every high 
hill; my sheep were scattered over all the face of  the 
earth, with none to search or seek for them. 
Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of  the LORD:
As I live, says the Lord GOD, because my sheep have 
become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all
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the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd; and 
because my shepherds have not searched for my 
sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and 
have not fed my sheep; therefore, you shepherds, hear 
the word of  the LORD: Thus says the Lord GOD, 
Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require 
my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their feeding 
the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed 
themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, 
that they may not be food for them. For thus says the 
Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself  will search for my 
sheep, and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out
his flock when some of  his sheep have been scattered 
abroad, so will I seek out my sheep; and I will rescue 
them from all places where they have been scattered 
on a day of  clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring
them out from the peoples, and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and
I will feed them on the mountains of  Israel, by the 
fountains, and in all the inhabited places of  the 
country. I will feed them with good pasture, and upon 
the mountain heights of  Israel shall be their pasture; 
there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on 
fat pasture they shall feed on the mountains of  Israel. 
I myself  will be the shepherd of  my sheep, and I will 
make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek 
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the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the crippled, and I will strengthen the weak, 
and the fat and the strong I will watch over; I will feed 
them in justice.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
These twelve Jesus sent out, charging them, “Go 
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of  
the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of  the 
house of  Israel. And preach as you go, saying, ‘The 
kingdom of  heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received 
without paying, give without pay. Take no gold, nor 
silver, nor copper in your belts, no bag for your 
journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor a staff; for the
laborer deserves his food. And whatever town or 
village you enter, find out who is worthy in it, and stay 
with him until you depart. As you enter the house, 
salute it. And if  the house is worthy, let your peace 
come upon it; but if  it is not worthy, let your peace 
return to you. And if  any one will not receive you or 
listen to your words, shake off  the dust from your feet
as you leave that house or town. Truly, I say to you, it 
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shall be more tolerable on the day of  judgment for the
land of  Sodom and Gomor'rah than for that town.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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