
YEAR 2, PROPER 1, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
“Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the 
people of  Israel from the nations among which they 
have gone, and will gather them from all sides, and 
bring them to their own land; and I will make them 
one nation in the land, upon the mountains of  Israel; 
and one king shall be king over them all; and they shall
be no longer two nations, and no longer divided into 
two kingdoms. They shall not defile themselves any 
more with their idols and their detestable things, or 
with any of  their transgressions; but I will save them 
from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, 
and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God. My servant David shall be 
king over them; and they shall all have one shepherd. 
They shall follow my ordinances and be careful to 
observe my statutes. They shall dwell in the land where
your fathers dwelt that I gave to my servant Jacob; 
they and their children and their children’s children 
shall dwell there for ever; and David my servant shall 
be their prince for ever. I will make a covenant of  
peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant 
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with them; and I will bless them and multiply them, 
and will set my sanctuary in the midst of  them for 
evermore. My dwelling place shall be with them; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. Then 
the nations will know that I the LORD sanctify Israel, 
when my sanctuary is in the midst of  them for 
evermore.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus charged the twelve disciples, “Behold, I send you
out as sheep in the midst of  wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of  men; for 
they will deliver you up to councils, and flog you in 
their synagogues, and you will be dragged before 
governors and kings for my sake, to bear testimony 
before them and the Gentiles. When they deliver you 
up, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what 
you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to 
you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but the 
Spirit of  your Father speaking through you. Brother 
will deliver up brother to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against parents and have 
them put to death; and you will be hated by all for my 
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name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be 
saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to 
the next; for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone 
through all the towns of  Israel, before the Son of  man
comes.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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