YEAR 1, PROPER 3, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Deuteronomy

“And now, O Israel, give heed to the statutes and the
ordinances which I teach you, and do them; that you
may live, and go in and take possession of the land
which the LORD, the God of your fathers, gives you.
You shall not add to the word which I command you,
nor take from it; that you may keep the
commandments of the LORD your God which 1
command you. Your eyes have seen what the LLORD
did at Ba'al-pe'or; for the LORD your God destroyed
from among you all the men who followed the Ba'al
of Pe'or; but you who held fast to the LORD your God
are all alive this day. Behold, I have taught you statutes
and ordinances, as the LORD my God commanded me,
that you should do them in the land which you are
entering to take possession of it. Keep them and do
them; for that will be your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when
they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people.” For what
great nation 1s there that has a god so near to it as the
LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him?
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And what great nation is there, that has statutes and
ordinances so righteous as all this law which I set
before you this day? Only take heed, and keep your
soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all
the days of your life; make them known to your

children and your children’s children.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second L esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Sama'ria
had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter
and John, who came down and prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spirit; for it had not yet
fallen on any of them, but they had only been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid
their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.
Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given
through the laying on of the apostles” hands, he
otffered them money, saying, “Give me also this power,
that any one on whom I lay my hands may receive the
Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “Your silver perish
with you, because you thought you could obtain the
oift of God with money! You have neither part nor lot
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in this matter, for your heart is not right before God.
Repent therefore of this wickedness of yours, and
pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your
heart may be forgiven you. For I see that you are in the
gall of bitterness and in the bond of 1niquity.”” And
Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that
nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”
Now when they had testified and spoken the word of
the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the

gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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