
YEAR 2, PROPER 3, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
With patience a ruler may be persuaded, and a soft 
tongue will break a bone. If  you have found honey, eat
only enough for you, lest you be sated with it and 
vomit it. Let your foot be seldom in your neighbor’s 
house, lest he become weary of  you and hate you. A 
man who bears false witness against his neighbor is 
like a war club, or a sword, or a sharp arrow. Trust in a 
faithless man in time of  trouble is like a bad tooth or a
foot that slips. He who sings songs to a heavy heart is 
like one who takes off  a garment on a cold day, and 
like vinegar on a wound. If  your enemy is hungry, give
him bread to eat; and if  he is thirsty, give him water to 
drink; for you will heap coals of  fire on his head, and 
the LORD will reward you. The north wind brings 
forth rain; and a backbiting tongue, angry looks. It is 
better to live in a corner of  the housetop than in a 
house shared with a contentious woman. Like cold 
water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far 
country. Like a muddied spring or a polluted fountain 
is a righteous man who gives way before the wicked. It
is not good to eat much honey, so be sparing of  
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complimentary words. A man without self-control is 
like a city broken into and left without walls.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Then Jesus left the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us 
the parable of  the weeds of  the field.” He answered, 
“He who sows the good seed is the Son of  man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed means the sons 
of  the kingdom; the weeds are the sons of  the evil 
one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the close of  the age, and the reapers are 
angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with 
fire, so will it be at the close of  the age. The Son of  
man will send his angels, and they will gather out of  
his kingdom all causes of  sin and all evildoers, and 
throw them into the furnace of  fire; there men will 
weep and gnash their teeth. Then the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of  their Father. He 
who has ears, let him hear.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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