
YEAR 2, PROPER 4, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
The words of  the Preacher, the son of  David, king in 
Jerusalem. Vanity of  vanities, says the Preacher, vanity 
of  vanities! All is vanity. What does man gain by all the
toil at which he toils under the sun? A generation goes,
and a generation comes, but the earth remains for 
ever. The sun rises and the sun goes down, and 
hastens to the place where it rises. The wind blows to 
the south, and goes round to the north; round and 
round goes the wind, and on its circuits the wind 
returns. All streams run to the sea, but the sea is not 
full; to the place where the streams flow, there they 
flow again. All things are full of  weariness; a man 
cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor 
the ear filled with hearing. What has been is what will 
be, and what has been done is what will be done; and 
there is nothing new under the sun. Is there a thing of  
which it is said, “See, this is new”? It has been already, 
in the ages before us. There is no remembrance of  
former things, nor will there be any remembrance of
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later things yet to happen among those who come 
after.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he 
ceased, one of  his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he said to
them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Give us each day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive
every one who is indebted to us; and lead us not into 
temptation.” And he said to them, “Which of  you 
who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to 
him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of  
mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to 
set before him’; and he will answer from within, ‘Do 
not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children 
are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you 
anything’? I tell you, though he will not get up and give
him anything because he is his friend, yet because of  
his importunity he will rise and give him whatever he 
needs. And I tell you, Ask, and it will be given you; 
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to
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you. For every one who asks receives, and he who 
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 
What father among you, if  his son asks for a fish, will 
instead of  a fish give him a serpent; or if  he asks for 
an egg, will give him a scorpion? If  you then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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